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Many of you know I spent most of the summer teaching drawing and painting at an art camp.
My days were filled with paint and chalk, laughter and tears, bus rides and pool visits.
Although I missed a number of events, Project Linus was never far from my mind. One day,
as the thunder and lightening rolled in, we skipped our afternoon trip to the pool and stayed
at the park district. After lunch, some of the kids starting playing with goop, other’s played
‘exploding kittens’ (it’s a card game, I promise) and still others wove friendship bracelets. In
the midst of all this activity a table was set up to color kids helping kids squares for Project
Linus. Before we finished, 30 squares were decorated with hearts, butterflies, flowers and a
plethora of rainbows. So while I missed you all terribly this summer, that day warmed my
heart as the kids reminded me of how important Project Linus is to me. I look forward to
seeing you all soon and hope you’ll greet me with a hug because now with camp over, soon I’ll
be missing the kids.
karen

What’s happening at Gloria Dei !
Blanket Day

rsvp to judi
Saturday, September 15, 2018 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
A day of fun and blanket making at the Gloria Dei Church. Bring your current
project and a bag lunch. Drinks and treats are provided.

tlc Day
rsvp to karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 08/08 & 09/12 & 10/10
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of processing incoming blankets as
well as giving a little tlc to those that might
need it.
Sit ’n Sew
rsvp to karen
The 3rd Monday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 08/20 & 09/17 & 10/15
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of cutting, sewing, pinning,
knitting, crocheting and quilting for Linus!

There is still time to register for the:
2018 Project Linus
Annual Blanketeer Tea
Saturday, August 25, 2018
9:00am - 12:00pm
Gloria Dei Church, Northbrook
Each year, our chapter of Project Linus pulls
out all the stops to thank YOU, our
blanketers. It’s an event not to be missed
with a blanket challenge contest, raffles, door
prizes, speakers, and, much, more. Sign ups
are taking place so contact Judi to reserve
your seat today!
Reservations Required!

How Can You Get Hold of Us?
Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage@comcast.net
nursegale50@att.net

** Additional Tea Notes **
We will not be accepting blankets at the
tea. Please bring finished blankets to any
of our other events.
Space at the tea is limited so if you have
registered and your plans change, please
contact Judi.

what else is happening?
buffalo Grove!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
questions? contact Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
upcoming dates:
08/06 & 10/01
450 McHenry Road
Buffalo Grove
An evening of knitting, crocheting
and conversation. This event is
also a fundraiser so come for
dinner (be sure to say ‘Project
Linus’ when ordering) and stay to
stitch!

From May until October Culver’s will be
releasing one new Flavor of the Day on the
10th of each month! Have you tried
Blackberry Cobbler or Cappuccino Cookie
Crumble yet?
Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
questions? contact Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates:
08/22 & 09/26 & 10/24
51 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove
A morning of knitting, crocheting
and conversation.

A Volunteer's Ode
"What I spent is gone. What I kept is lost. What I
gained in doing for others will be mine forever. “
Ethel Percy Andrus

Northbrook!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Starbucks
Questions? Contact Penny
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
upcoming dates: 08/15 & 09/19 & 10/17
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm <<== note new time!!
1931 Cherry Lane, Northbrook
an evening of stitching, socializing,
and Starbucks!

California Pizza Kitchen
in Deer park!
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
questions? contact Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
upcoming dates: 08/27 & 09/24 & 10/22
20502 N. Rand Road, Deer Park
knitting, crocheting,conversation and
pizza! This event is also a fundraiser so
come for lunch and be sure to say
‘Project Linus’ when ordering.

Gurnee
Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds
rsvp to Beth Leffelman
bleffelman@yahoo.com
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month
10:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 08/01 & 08/15,
09/05 & 09/19, 10/03 & 10/17
6380 Grand Ave., Gurnee
a morning of blanket making
for Linus! (fleece and yarn exchange
on 3rd wednesday only)

FLEECE EXCHANGE
What is it? - an opportunity to get fleece that has been prepped for Penny blankets.
Where can I get prepared fleece? - At the following Sit N Stitch events: Starbucks, Culver's, IHOP and Gurnee
How can I get it? -Trade each piece of fleece you purchased (1 1/2 yards each) for 1 piece of prepared fleece.
It's an even exchange, bring one, get one or bring two, get two, etc.
What if I haven't bought any fleece, can I still get a prepared piece?- In lieu of going shopping yourself, you
can make a cash donation in the event’s Donation jar. We will do the shopping.
If I bring in finished blankets can I exchange them for prepared fleece? No, we don't exchange fleece for
finished blankets. The exchange was created to assist those who could not prepare the fleece themselves.
Who prepares the fleece? Each event hostess prepares the fleece. In addition, Penny has a team of
Blanketeers who help out.
Additional Notes - If you'd like to learn to prep fleece for Penny blankets we are happy to teach you. Space and
all the tools you need to do it yourself are also available at the monthly Sit N Sew event at the Gloria Dei church

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
Snowball Express
Snowball Express is an event of the Gary Sinise Foundation that provides a
holiday vacation for the families of active military who have died since 9/11.
This has been held in the Dallas area previously, but for 2018 the event will be
at Walt Disney World near Orlando in early
December. www.SnowballExpress.org.
Each year Project Linus chapters nationwide work together to provide blankets
for all the children attending this event. This year they expect to serve about
1200 children
Our chapter will be sending blankets out in September. Our September 15th
blanket day is the last day to turn them in. Please have your blanket marked
for Snowball Express and hand it directly to Penny at TLC or Blanket day. If you drop it off at Judi's
house be sure to have it clearly marked for Snowball Express as well.
Blanket Specifications
The blankets can be quilts, fleece, knitted or crochet.
All blankets must be 45” X 60” or larger.
If they are fleece tied blankets, please, ONE layer, no selvage and make sure they lie flat.
Themes – DO’s!
Service-specific blankets (Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard - already have enough Marine)
Star Wars, Superheroes, Minions, Disney, and camouflage.
Popular themes like sports, cartoon characters, gymnastics, puppies, kittens, lady bugs, any animal, etc.
The kids love the blankets that are entirely crocheted, especially the chunky chenille blankets.
Themes- DON’Ts!
No major league teams (NFL, MLB, NHL, NBA) - No College teams / logos
DO NOT make blankets that resemble the US flag. Flags are draped over caskets at military funerals
and may remind of that terrible day.
Very few of these kids select patriotic themed blankets (red, white & blue).
No Christmas or specific holiday-themed blankets. We want the kids to enjoy their blankets year-round.

Looking For Grant Writers!
Looking for a unique way to
help out our chapter?
There are many opportunities
for our chapter to receive grants
from local businesses and
foundations. If you have grant
writing experience we could
sure use the help! We have
tried filling out the grant forms
and get stuck with the best way
to answer the questions. Please
contact Judi or Penny if you’re
interested.

“The smallest act of kindness is worth
more than the grandest intention.”
~Oscar Wilde

links for Linus
Octogenarian sews 1,000 quilts
for charity

See how Janet Clare uses her sewing
machine to draw!

tinyurl.com/y7zt3xl5

youtube.com/watch?v=xLJ5KzyzVrw

Matilda
(the granny square with heart)
tinyurl.com/y7m8lkmf

How to Sandwich a
Large Quilt on a Small
Table
youtube.com/watch?
v=iw4sibuP8n4&feature
=em-uploademail

Knit For Charity
craftsy.com/knitting/
article/knit-for-charity/

100 Motif Crocheted
Afghan
(a great way to use up
those small leftovers)
tinyurl.com/hw44fc9

Blanket deliveries happening all
over the country..
youtube.com/watch?
v=HxD2YyzUqEk

Quick and Easy
Crocheted Blanket
Edging Patterns
tinyurl.com/

hints for both the
experienced and
beginning quilter
quilting-tidbits.com/
quiltinginstructions.html

Secrets for Sewing Long
Strips
tinyurl.com/
y7topuze

Send your
e-mail address to Judi and
receive your
stitch ’n times
electronically!
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MULTIPLE CHOICE!
For each block you will need:
Four (4) 4” x 6 ½” rectangles of a print or tone-on-tone fabric
Four (4) 4” x 6 ½” rectangles of a contrasting print of tone-on-tone fabric
1 – 6 ½” square of a novelty fabric
To create the quilt pictured you will need:
1/3 yard sashing fabric: Cut 25 – 2” x 6 ½” strips between blocks & at beginning and end of rows.
1 yard vertical sashing and borders: Cut 10 - 3 ½” x WOF strips cut to the measured length of a row
One row = Four (4) 6 ½” finished squares plus five (5) – 1 ½” sashing strips between
blocks and at the ends of the row.
About 1 ½ yards each of batting and backing: Cut to Finished quilt size: 37” x 48”
½ yard binding
To make a block:
1. You will make four (4) of these units:
a. Right sides together, sew one (1) 4” x 6 ½” Fabric A rectangle (which will be on
the outside) to a contrasting 4” x 6 ½” Fabric B rectangle (which will be on the
inside) along the long edge using a ¼” seam
b. Using 2 of the fabric sets, fold wrong sides together and press, leaving 1/8” of
Fabric B showing above the fold.
c. Using the other 2 fabric sets, fold wrong sides together and press, leaving 1/8” of Fabric A showing above the fold.

FOLD
Fabric
A

FOLD

Fabric
B
Make 2
for each
block

d.
e.
f.

Press the four sets to a point as pictured so that you will have two opposite “Prairie Points” per block.
Sew a basting strip along the bottom of each “Prairie Point” (about 1/8” from edge) to stabilize. (Red Line).
Measure 3 ¼” from top (tip) of Prairie Point and trim off excess along the bottom. Prairie Points should measure 3 ¼” x 6 ½”.

Fold

Fold

g.
h.
i.
j.

Make 2
for each
block

Fold

Fold

+

+

To make a block, cut a 6 ½” square from a novelty fabric. Place the four prairie points on top of the right side of the 6 ½” square
as shown and baste 1/8” around the perimeter of the square to secure the prairie points.
Add 2” strips (sashing) between blocks and at the beginning and end of the rows. Then add 3 1/2” strips (sashing) between
rows and at the top and bottom of the quilt.
Finally add 3 ½” strips to the vertical sides of the quilt top.
Add backing & batting & quilt as desired. Bind. Finished quilt size: 37” x 48”

P47.08.18.Q13
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Crochet Seed Stitch
Chain a multiple of 2 st plus 1.
Row 1: Turn. Ch 1. *Sc in 2nd ch from hook, skip next ch, ch 1* across, ending
with sc in last sc.
Row 2: Turn. Ch 1. * Ch 1, sk sc, sc in ch* across, ending with ch 1.
Repeat rows 1 and 2. Variations: Work in hdc, dc, or tr.

Crochet Grit Stitch
Chain a multiple of 2 stitches + 3
Row 1: Skip 2ch, 1 sc into next ch, *skip 1, 2 sc into next ch; rep from * to last 2
ch, skip 1 ch, 1 sc into last ch, turn.
Row 2: 1 ch, 1 sc into 1st st, * skip 1 sc, 2 sc into next sc; rep from * to last 2 sts,
skip 1 sc, 1 sc into top of turning ch.
Turn. Repeat 2nd row.
P48.08.18.C12

just for fun!
Who doesn’t love a brownie recipe that has ‘5 Minute’ right in the title! Thanks to Carlene Belch we can all love them!

5 Minute Brownie
3/4 cup cocoa
1/2 tsp baking soda
2/3 cup vegetable oil

1/2 cup boiling water (measure accurately)
2 cups sugar
2 eggs (3 if small)

1 1/3 cups flour
1 1/2 tsp vanilla
1/2 tsp salt

Preheat oven to 350°. Lightly grease a 9” x 13” pan or (2) 8” square pans. Use one bowl and mix by hand. Stir cocoa
and baking soda in mixing bowl. Blend in 1/3 cup of the oil. Add boiling water. Stir until
mixture thickens. Stir in sugar, eggs and remaining oil until smooth. Add flour, vanilla and
salt and blend completely.
Add optional toppings: Chopped walnuts and semi-sweet chocolate chips.
Pour into pans and bake for 50 minutes for the 9” x 13” pan or 40 minutes for the 8” pans.
Cool before cutting.

Kids Helping
Kids Quilt
Squares
decorated by
the campers at
the Deer3ield
Park District
Art Camp

Project Linus has announced their 2018 Mystery Quilt Challenge!
"Sweet Violet's Bakery and Confectionery”
Registration opens August 20th.
facebook.com/groups/848183768557929/about/
..and coming February 2019 there will be a Knit and Crochet along!!
Stay tuned!

The reason blanketers don’t own
MINI Coopers…

(Thanks to Rose
Pischak not only for
the pictures but for
picking up blankets!)

thanks to all of you!
I wanted to take a moment to thank you for you all
the work you do for Project Linus. Your work is so
wonderful and very special.
I have one year old twin boys whom both recently
caught a virus which resulted in breathing issues.
One of my sons, had to be hospitalized for three
days in the ICU at Lurie Children’s Hospital a few

weeks ago. Even though being in the hospital was
rough and scary, the blanket you made for him was a lovely comfort to him. He
loves his blanket so much (especially since it is his favorite color green and has
tractors and farm animals on it- all his favorite things). His brother, is so jealous
of his blanket- thankfully, he is a great sharer. :)
Thank you so much for all you do for the children. You made my son (and of
course myself) very happy during a very scary time.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Just wanted to thank you guys from the bottom of our
heart ! My little princess loved her blanket that she got
from Cook County hospital staff for her. She is suffering
from loss of balance and reflex loss as well from her lower
body! But she’s feeling better. Hopefully she will make a full
recovery soon. The little things such as this gift makes
people like me think that there is hope in this world just
yet. Much appreciated!!

Mikey is 11 yrs old. He had open
heart surgery back in December to
repair several holes in his heart
which then lead to another surgery
last week to repair Pectus
Excavatum. Overall he has been
taking this all really well and is in
good spirits. We are praying that
this is his last surgery.
All of the wonderful things that the
hospital and organizations like
yours offer for the kids is truly
amazing. Each day he had 1-2
things to help brighten his day.
And he enjoyed each and every
one of them. For that we truly
thank you for what you and your
wonderful team do.
At this time he is doing very well,
he was discharged from the
hospital yesterday. We are looking
forward to him returning to school
in August with out any of the
restrictions he has had since
December. He is especially
looking forward to getting back in
the pool later this summer.

Just wanted to Thank you for the blanket from project Linus. We received it
from RMH. It actually has been used not only by Daniel, but by the rest of
our family as well. (In fact, his brother is not feeling well and is using it
now.) It's the one we all just kind of gravitate to.
Especially when we go down to Chicago.
Daniel is now 2. He had a liver transplant at 4 months old
(8 lbs.) You may have read about him in the paper. 'One
in a million' liver transplant for 5-month-old Daniel
McCabe
Please let your members know we really appreciate the
blanket we received.
Thank you for making my son’s hospital experience a much softer
one! He was recently diagnosed with a tumor in his foot. Which has
meant many hours in the car driving from Peoria to Chicago Rush.
And many scary dr appointments and surgeries. This last surgery,
he was given a Bulls basketball blanket! He loves it. He loves
basketball and even though the Bulls are not his favorite team, I
think the blanket might be changing his mind! I just wanted to take
a moment to say, you are making a difference. Thank you!!!

Here’s our
Margaret Mary
with her blanket.
My husband and I
want to thank you
for your kindness
and service.
Project Linus will
forever hold a
place in our
hearts.

until next time…
NLCQG Quilting for Linus
The Northern Lake County Quilters Guild held a Project Linus Sew-In on June 16th and
it was a wonderful success! Members brought their sewing machines and worked on
making I-Spy quilts. Charity Quilts Chairs Joanne Mittelmeyer & Gayle Thielke made up
20 quilt kits for the members to work on and 15 were taken to be completed, with
several ladies taking 2. Judi came and gave a talk,
sharing some Project Linus history and blanket stories (and as usual, there were
tears among the members). Some members were busy finishing their I-Spy projects
at the guild’s July UFO day which inspired 4 more members to take a kit. Completed
quilts were displayed and oohed and ahhed over at their August 2018 Meeting.

A Day To Remember!
There was fabric… Quilt Play, a fabric store in Gurnee closed last year
and our chapter was the grateful recipient of bolts of quilting cotton,
quilt kits, fat quarters, flannel, quilting patterns and tools. Roberta
Alexander filled her SUV several times transporting this amazing
donation.
There was fleece… A woman in the western suburbs was a collector of all types of fabric and after she
passed away, her husband wanted local charities to benefit from her collection. Penny and Dianna
Sharma filled both of their cars with yards and yards of fleece and dozens of volunteers spent 4
workdays to prepare all of the fleece ready to be made into Penny blankets.
There was yarn… Nancy Reil dropped oﬀ bags and bags full of beautiful new skeins of yarn.
Penny and Judi were thrilled with all of the donations and couldn’t wait to pass on the bounty to our
blanketeers. It was decided to have a giveaway at our July Blanket Day and the Bonus Room was filled
with all of the fabric, prepped fleece and yarn. The electricity in the Fellowship Hall could be felt by all
as we began to call names to start “shoppng.” Each blanketeer was given a bag to fill with their choice
of materials and they came back to the Fellowship Hall with bigs smiles and full shopping bags!
Blanekteers were give a second chance to “shop” and soon the tables were almost bare. One of our
blanketeers said she works with a hospice organization and would
take whatever was left.
…and as grateful as the blanketers were for all the new materials, we
will be equally as grateful as we see all the beautiful blankets they
create for the children.

DRUM ROLL PLEASE……
As of June, 2018, our chapter has comforted

151,054
children with Project Linus Blankets!!
GIVE YOURSELVES A ROUND OF APPLAUSE!!!!

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

