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Last November, I opened up our newsletter with a note about our events.  I talked about 
how we don’t just work on blankets, we laugh and cry together, we share each other’s 
lives, learn from each other, hug and are held, and we eat… we always eat.  Ironically, 
four months after this was written we were no longer able to hold these events but 
being the amazing group you are, the blanket work never stopped.  Fabric and yarn is 
being purchased, shared, processed and made into blankets.  Blankets are being donated, 
sorted, labeled, tagged, bagged and being delivered to those hospitals and agencies able 
to take them.  And last but not least, children are being comforted.  So while that light 
at the end of the tunnel may look like a speck right now, it is there, and we will all 
emerge from the other side, and we will once again share, learn, hug and eat.  Until then, 
there’s not much more to say other than, we miss you, and we thank you.   Karen

Getting your blankets to us… 
While most of our drop off sites are temporarily closed, we know you are still making 
blankets and we are still accepting them!  We ask that you don’t hold onto finished 
blankets but please keep dropping them off for processing.  We anticipate a great need 
when everything starts to open up and we’d like to be able to hit the ground running! 
You can drop off blankets at these homes: 
Judi - 637 Charlemagne Drive, Northbrook Marge - 3257 Prestwick, Northbrook 
Penny - 14 Wakefield Court, Buffalo Grove Roberta - 1999 Westfield Drive, Gurnee. 

Fleece Exchange 
We are still offering our fleece exchange. Bring a piece of 

fleece measuring 1-1/2 yards (or larger) to Marge Andersen 
to exchange for a skip stitched piece of fleece to make a 
Penny blanket.  She also has bins of yarn to try to match 

the new piece of fleece.  Contact Marge at 847-564-3835 to 
arrange an exchange.

Running out of things to do? 

Quit Tops 
We have over a dozen quilt tops just ready to be 

quilted!  Contact Judi for a top or two and show off 
your quilting skills!

Lion Brand Yarn 

We will be ordering from Lion Brand again in the 4th quarter.  
Additional styles will be available so keep an eye out for the 

email or contact Penny for specific information. 

Fabric Kits 

Without the sit ’n sew we have a lot of quilt ‘kits’ (a 
kind word for partially put together quilt tops that 
have been donated) that are just waiting for your 

talents!  Contact Karen to try your hand at a kit (or 
two, or three…)



what else is happening?

Time To Break Out! 
Most of you know that we have 

been holding virtual zoom 
meetings at the same times as our 
in person events are usually held.  

What you may not know is that we 
can use those zoom meetings to let 

you meet with the table mates 
whose company you have been 
missing!  If you’d like to have a 
little chat time with those you 

usually sit with at one of our larger 
events, just let your hostess know.  

After meeting with the whole 
group for a bit, your hostess can 
set you up a breakout room and 
give your smaller group a chance 

for a more intimate visit. 

Overwhelmed	With	Blanket	Making	Scraps?	
With	the	shut	down,	many	of	the	animal	shelters	where	we	were	donating	dog	&	cat	beds	made	with	
our	blanket	making	scraps	were	unable	to	accept	them.		While	some	of	this	is	changing	(please	check	
with	your	local	animal	shelter	before	donating)	we	have	found	another	way	to	recycle	your	scraps.		
Simple	Recycling	accepts	textile	scraps.		Everything	gets	sorted	at	their	warehouse	and	materials	are	
reprocessed	and	NOT	sent	to	the	landEill.		Simple	Recycling	picks	up	in	many	areas	so	you	may	want	to	
check	your	local	municipality	but	if	not,	Barb	Dohnal	has	offered	to	help.		Barb	lives	in	Mount	Prospect,	
a	municipality	that	does	have	Simple	Recycling	pick	up.		She	has	offered	to	let	blanketeers	drop	off	
scraps	at	her	home	or	also	tie	an	orange	recycling	bag	on	her	door	handle	for	you	to	take	for	use	in	the	
future.		When	we	start	meeting	again,	Barb	has	offered	to	pick	up	scraps	from	events	held	at	Gloria	Dei.	
You	can	contact	Barb	at	barbdohnal@gmail.com	for	her	address	and	to	set	up	a	drop	off	time.		Our	
many	thanks	go	out	to	Barb	for	helping	us	stay	eco-friendly!	

**	As	a	reminder,	please	do	not	drop	off	textile	scraps	
with	your	blankets	at	any	of	our	drop	off	locations	**

Determination	Pays	Off	
Susan	Lutz	Kenyon	

Several	weeks	ago	Penny	gave	me	a	
crocheted	afghan	donated	to	Project	
Linus.		The	way	the	afghan	was	made	
with	two	colors,	the	crocheter	
started	and	ended	a	yarn	for	each	
row.		Thus	there	were	many	ends	to	
weave	in.		There	were	also	full	skeins	
of	both	colors	in	the	bag.			

I	was	in	awe	when	I	got	home	and	
laid	the	afghan	out.		The	print	of	the	pattern	and	the	size	were	
wonderful.		Then	I	turned	it	over	and	was	stunned	again.		The	
craftsmanship	was	as	impressive	as	the	front	even	though	there	
wasn’t	a	speciEic	design.		What	I	experienced	was	an	afghan	made	
with	extreme	skill	and,	I	also	felt,	with	joy.	

Looking	a	little	closer	I	realized	the	afghan	was	not	Einished.		There	
was	one	repeat	of	the	pattern	incomplete.		I	decided	to	look	for	the	
pattern	so	I	could	complete	it.		Since	the	yarn	was	Red	Heart	I	
searched	that	site	for	afghans	and	didn’t	Eind	it.		Next	I	went	Lion	
Brand’s	site,	no	luck.		Then	I	went	to	Ravelry,	the	site	for	crocheters	
and	knitters.		I	searched	for	almost	two	days.		Over	Zoom	meetings	
with	several	Eiber	groups	I	showed	the	afghan	and	asked	if	anyone	
had	seen	it.		No	luck.		Someone	suggested	a	Google	Image	Search.	

In	the	process	of	doing	that	I	learned	the	pattern	was	similar	to	Fair	
Isle	knitting	patterns	so	I	used	that	term.			Just	about	the	time	I	was	
ready	to	give	up,	I	found	the	pattern.		Yes,	I	found	the	exact	pattern.		
It	is	a	Leisure	Arts	pattern	called	SnowElake	Winter	Afghan	by	Anne	
Halliday.		It	was	inspired	by	Traditional	Norwegian	Designs.		I	
actually	did	a	happy	dance.		I	could	not	stop	smiling	and,	yes,	even	a	
little	giggling.		I	will	now	be	able	to	Einish	the	afghan.	It	is	my	goal	
now	to	honor	the	person	who	made	the	Eirst	95	%	of	it.	



all the news that’s fit to print . . . . 

Labeling and Tagging Blankets 

As most of you know, every Project Linus blanket 
is donated with a label and a hang tag.  The label 
identifies the blanket as coming from Project 
Linus and the hang tag gives the recipient our 
chapter information.  The label is meant to stay 
on the blanket, the hang tag is meant to be 
removed. 

When labeling blankets, we ask that you either 
hand or machine stitch around the entire label 
with white thread.  Please don’t use a pin for 
temporarily attaching the label while sewing.  It’s 
fine if it’s not on straight, we just don’t want to 
risk pins being left in the blanket. 

When attaching tags, we ask that you use the 
yarn they are threaded with to tie (never sew) 
them to the blanket so they are easily removed.  
For quilts a needle can be used to thread the yarn 
in the quilt and then tie the ends in a bow.

BOY OH BOY ! 
 do we need boy blankets! 

During the shut down, blanketeers have been busy making blankets and dropping them off at our 
homes.  We are grateful for every one of them but we’ve been noticing a strong leaning toward 
blankets in pretty pinks and florals.  Maybe all that blue fabric and yarn is at the bottom of your 

pile so please think of those boys as you dig through your stash. Unisex and boy blankets are 
always on our wish list and you can use up more of your stash by thinking of those older boys and 

making those blankets big!

A big shout out to the ladies Philoptochos Society of 
the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 

Chicago for being super blanketeers for our Linus 
Chapter. I had told my friend Anna Thurman about 

our blanket project. She excitedly went to work 
organizing the women at her church to buy bolts of 

fleece and start making blankets. One of the members 
Chris owns a tailoring shop Chris’ Boutique in 

Wilmette. Usually a busy store, but due to Covid 
closing the store, she and her workers, Helen 

Lafanzanos and Vivian Diamandopoulos got busy 
making masks and beautifully tailored blankets for us.
 Ladies, Thank you all for your generous donations of 

money, and  the generosity of your time. It means 
everything to our kids.

by Edie Doughty

For the last six summers, we have donated blankets to Camp Kids Are Kids-Chicago. CKAKC is a camp for 
children battling cancer in the Chicagoland area.  One of the downtown hotels hosts the kids for a week-
long camp.  They are treated to all of the wonders of Chicago.  Penny and Judi attend their opening activities 
where they help each camper select a blanket.  Big smiles for the kids, tears for them!!   With the pandemic, 
we assumed that there would be no camp this year.  Boy, were we wrong.  They are doing a virtual camp for 
a week.  They are sending out a “Camp in a Box” to each camper which will include a Project Linus blanket.  
The virtual camp will be able to accommodate situations that previously prevented kids from participating 
such as treatment schedules and not feeling well.  Siblings will also be able to participate.  We know this 
camp is a highlight for these campers.  Campers become lifelong friends and they experience Chicago in a 
safe and special way.  We are honored to be part of this experience.  if you would like to 
learn more about this unique camp, visit their website www.campkidsarekids.org



 links for Linus

Send your e-mail address to Judi and 
receive your stitch ’n times 

electronically!

Who knew there was a container made just to hold a 
jelly roll?? 

Sewing Room Storage and 
Organization Products 

tinyurl.com/y6zuf9dl

Quarantined Knitters Break A 
World’s Record!

tinyurl.com/y6ppjjtl

Yarn	Bombing…	your	own	chair	

tinyurl.com/y3b59d25

Looking	for	new	ways	to	
join	your	knitted	or	
crocheted	squares?	

Diana	Sullivan’s	Faster	Flatter	
Mattress	Stitch	

youtube.com/watch?v=YhkQKqz2r3M&t=30s	
How	to	Seam	Garter	Stitch	Squares	

youtube.com/watch?v=Msq_U1C260Y

Link to Links! 
Did you know we have a 
helpful links page on our 

website?  Did you know we just 
added two more helpful links? 

The knitting calculator will help calculate how 
much yarn is needed to make your blanket. The 

results are given in yards not ounces but the 
yarn label you are working with should indicate 

how many yards is in each skein. 

The crochet calculator will help you decide how 
many stitches and rows are needed to customize 
a pattern repeat for the size blanket you want to 
make. If you have a favorite pattern and want to 
use it for a different size blanket, 

this will answer all your 
questions. 

Check out these and other 
helpful links here: 

projectlinuschicago.com/links 

2020 Project Linus Mystery Quilt 
Signup begins on August 24th for the 6th annual 

Project Linus Mystery Quilt. For a donation of  $15 
you’ll be able to quilt along side blanketeers all over 

the country. Log onto the national website at 
www.projectlinus.org for information and remember 

to include our chapter name when signing up, 
“North & Central Chicagoland” 

so we benefit from your donation.

*Note:	The	quilt	
pattern	included	
in	this	
newsletter	was	a	
quick	and	easy	
design	to	
challenge	the	
Project	Linus	
sit	’n	sew	group	
to	use	up	some	
of	their	stash.			
The	creative	
members	of	this	
group	have	made		
many	different	
versions	of	this	
quilt.		Each	one		
already	on	their	
way	to	comfort	a	
child.		If	you	give	
it	a	try,	we’d	love	
to	see	your	
pictures	as	well!
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Twenty Winks 
This quilt-in-a-day pattern can be made up out of yardage, scraps or that jelly roll 

you’ve been wanting to use!  An easy pattern that’s very versatile, using up the fabric 
you have at home. 

Make 20 of these blocks: 

The block is 10” (10 1/2” unfinished).  It’s created using 2 1/2” 
strips, or blocks or scraps.  For each block you’ll need: 

(3) 2 1/2” squares (the pieces marked 1) 
(4) 2 1/2” x 6 1/2” rectangles (the pieces marked 2) 
(2) 2 1/2” x 10 1/2” rectangles (the pieces marked 3) 

You’ll make 20 of these blocks and then border it with 2 1/2” 
strips for a 44” x 54” quilt.  Done!  Here’s some layout ideas: 

P63.08.20.Q17



Corner To Corner Crochet 
HOOK: G or H hook  
YARN: 4-ply worsted yarn 

Row 1: ch 6, dc in the 4th, 5th, and 6th chain from the hook. 

Row 2: ch 6, dc in the 4th, 5th, and 6th chain from the hook, twist beginning 
block up, slip stitch around post of beginning chain of previous block, chain 3, 3 
dc in the same space where slip stitch was made (around post of chain). 

Row 3: Chain 6, dc in the 4th, 5th, and 6th chain from hook, twist previous rows 
up, slip stitch around chain-3 post of block from the previous row, chain 3, 3 dc in 
same space * slip stitch around chain 3 post of next block, chain 3, 3 double 
crochet in same space *. 

Remaining Rows: Work as in row 3, repeating between (*) as many times as 
needed across row. 

Continue increasing until you get to a length of at least 36”. 
When desired width is reached, begin working decrease rows. 

Decreasing: 
slip stitch in each of 1st 3 dc and in 1st ch 3 space, ch 3, 3 dc in same space, * slip 
stitch around ch 3 space of next block, ch 3, 3 dc in same space *, repeat between 
the (*) across row, end with slip stitch around ch 3 post of last block. 

Repeat until you’ve filled in the last corner block. End off. Weave in ends. 
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just for fun!

Note From Ginny Tolford: 
I was delighted to get the Spring issue of the 
newsletter in today's mail. Thanks for 
getting it out in the midst of all this change. 
I have a plaque that says "God made rainy 
days so gardeners could get their 
housework done."  
One for our times: Shelter in Place makes 
time for Linus Blanketeers. Fortunately I 
have a yarn stash. 

A recent study has indicated that yarns give off 
certain pheromones that hypnotize women and cause 
them to purchase ungodly amounts of yarn. When 

stored in large quantities in enclosed spaces, the 
pheromones in the yarn causes memory loss and 

induce the gathering syndrome, similar to the one 
squirrels have before the onset of winter.

Sound tests have also revealed that these yarns 
emit a very high-pitched sound heard only by a 
select few, known as stitchers. When played 

backward, the sounds are heard as chants...'Buy me! 
Knit me!' Furthermore, pheromones seem to cause a 

pathological need to secret the yarn purchases away 
when one takes them home and blend them into the 
existing stash. When asked by a significant other 
if the yarn is new, the reply is, "oh, I've had it 

for a while!"
In order to overcome the so-called feeding frenzy 
effect that these yarns cause, one must use ear 

plugs to avoid being pulled into their grip. It is 
also beneficial to enter these storage facilities 
without the presence of cash or credit cards.
Sad to say, the addictive qualities of this 
compulsive behavior are cumulative, and are 

ameliorated only by the purchase of more and more 
and more yarns.

No cure is known at this time.

While our Project 
Linus events are 

currently on hold, the 
ladies of  the Gurnee 
sit ’n stitch found a 

unique way to keep in touch. 
Eleven of them met up in the 

Gurnee Mills parking lot, socially 
distancing and masks available.  
Roberta had fleece available for  

exchange and kids 
helping kids kits spread 

out in the back of her 
car.  There was even 

show and tell!

Since we frown on nuts while processing blankets at events, now’s the time to make Judi’s Lace Cookies at home! 

Lace Cookies 
Preheat oven to 350º. 

Melt 1 stick of butter in saucepan and immediately add all the following ingredients: 
1/2 cup plus 2 Tbs sugar - 1 cup plus 2 Tbs oatmeal - 1 tsp baking powder  
1 Tbs flour - 2 eggs - 1/2 cup chopped nuts 

Mix by hand.  Line baking sheet with parchment paper.  Drop 1/2 tsp batter, leaving very large spaces 
as cookies spread.  Bake 10-15 minutes.  Cool and carefully peel off parchment paper. 

Optional (and the best part) turn cooled cookies over and brush with melted chocolate.  Place in 
freezer for chocolate to set.



thanks to all of you!

My grandson received a blanket when he was 
admitted to Northwest Community Hospital in 
November 2019 for respiratory problems. It was 
such a great gift. It gave us all a sense of comfort. 
Thank you.

Dear Project Linus Staff, 
When I was in 2nd grade my best 
friend passed away. A few days 
later, you came to my class and 
handed out blankets. Thank you so 
much! I'm in 6th grade now, but I 
sleep with it every night! My 
kitten, Jelly Bean sleeps with it all 
day. It is so soft. Whenever I get 
lonely, I wrap myself up in it. How 
did you come up with this idea to 
make blankets for kids? I used to 
live in Theif River Falls, Minnesota 
but now I live in North Dakota The 
blanket also reminds me of my old 
school so, Thank you!!

We just recently had a serious 
scare that landed my little 
guy in the ICU. And even 

though he had his blankee from 
home and his “Mr. Frog” he 
gained a new blanket at the 
hospital that served as added 
security when he was extra 

scared. Now that we’re home he 
hasn’t put it down. Thank you 
for something special in those 

scary moments.

Thank	you	whoever	made	this	beautiful	quilt	that	comforted	my	son	
before	and	after	his	surgery.	It	is	one	of	his	favorite	blankets	now.

Hello	Project	Linus!		
I	just	wanted	to	say	THANK	YOU	for	the	
beautiful	(and	big!)	blanket	we	received	
from	Project	Linus!	We	stayed	at	Lurie	
Children's	Hospital	for	my	13	month	
old	son's	open	heart	surgery	in	May	
2020.	We	received	a	gift	bag	from	the	
Pediatric	Congenital	Heart	Association	
and	this	blanket	was	right	on	top!	I	had	
packed	a	blanket	for	our	stay	but	I	
clearly	underestimated	how	cold	a	
hospital	is!	This	blanket	not	only	kept	
me	warm	and	gave	me	the	sleep	I	

desperately	needed,	it	gave	me	a	kind	reminder	that	people	I	did	not	
know	were	cheering	and	supporting	us	in	our	son's	recovery!	How	
beautiful	and	selEless	is	that?	Thank	you	to	the	blanketeers	who	

donate	their	time	and	talents	to	families	like	mine	who	give	us	help	
and	support	in	ways	we	didn't	even	know	we	needed!	We	are	

forever	grateful!	Thank	you!!		

P.S.	My	son	is	doing	great	and	has	recovered	perfectly!	Attached	you	
can	see	the	blanket	while	he	receives	OT	and	PT!	

Thank you!  

You unselfishly and anonymously donate 
your time and resources to provide comfort 

to children in need through Project Linus 
and it makes a difference. Here is my 

granddaughter, covered by the Project Linus 
blanket she received while hoptitalized. 

Although she brought her grandma made 
quilt with her to the hospital, it was the Project Linus pink 

unicorn fleece blanket that she clung to. I am grateful for the 
comfort it gave her.

I just wanted to say a huge thank you to 
you all for taking the time to make these 
blankets. My daughter received one on 
arrival to sick kids Intensive care after 
taking unwell. She spent a week in intensive 
care then a further 2 weeks in hospital. The 
blanket gave me hope. I told myself that we 
would take her picture with the blanket 
when she was well again, and kept focusing 
on this when the days were long and hard. 
The blanket is now a special memory that 
we will keep forever. Thank you. 



until next time…

Blanket Day		 	 	 	 Hostess: judi 
2nd Saturday of Odd numbered months - 9:00 - 1:30 pm 

How Can You Get 
Hold of Us?

Judi Goldman: 847.498.3987 chicagolandlinus@gmail.com 
Penny Gidd: 847.521.0672 linuschicagoland@gmail.com 
Karen Grage: 847.940.8732 jkgrage84@gmail.com 
Gale Cook: 847.808.9636 nursegale50@att.net

tlc Day  Hostess: karen 
The 2nd Wednesday of each month 
9:00am to 1:30pm 

Sit ’n Sew  Hostess: karen 
The 3rd Monday of each month 
9:00am to 12:00pm 

Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers 
Hostess: Gale 
The 1st Monday of each month 
5:00pm to 8:00pm 

Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds 
Hostess: Beth Leffelman  
bleffelman@yahoo.com  
The  1st & 3rd Wednesday each month 
10:00am to 12:00pm 

Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop 
Hostess: Gale 
The 4th Wednesday of each month 
9:00am to 12:00pm  

Wild Wednesday Night 
Zoom Hostess: Karen 
The 3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm    

Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK 
Hostess: Maryann Stubitsch   
847-224-1561 
The 4th Monday of each month 
11:15am to 1:30pm 

Zoom!  Zoom!  Zoom! 
In the past few months we have held 

over 20 zoom meetings and have been 
joined by over 145 attendees!  There 

are many more of you we haven’t 
seen so if you’d like to attend a zoom 

meeting but need help getting 
started let us know!  We will try our 

best to get you zooming! 

All of our events are currently on hold  
we hope you’ll consider keeping us on your calendar for when things 

open up.  Keep an eye on our web site for the most up to date 
information regarding meeting dates.  In the mean time, please consider 

joining us for one of our virtual zoom meetings!  

Monthly Starbucks event 
When we are ready to host Linus 
events in public again one big change 
will be Penny's Starbucks event in 
Northbrook. The store where we 
have met since we started, will not 
be reopening. A new location will be 
needed (the new Culver's on Dundee 
and Sanders is looking like a good 
candidate) so stay tuned. 
In the meantime, please continue to 
enjoy our on-line zoom meeting 
instead and while we continue to 
meet virtually, we're going to refer 
to the 3rd Wednesday night meeting 
as Wild Wednesday Night. Karen 
Grage is going to be the host and 
everyone is invited to join in. 
Past attendees along with those 
who have attended tlc day, sit ’n sew, 
culvers and ihop will automatically 
receive a reminder notice for this 
monthly event.  Email Karen if you 
would like to be added.



from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL  60015


