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I spend a lot of time reading thank you notes written to Project Linus chapters
from around the country and I’ve found that a number of these notes have
something in common. It seems that not only are our blankets comforting a child,
but they are also providing great comfort to their parents as well. At a time in
their lives when nothing is ‘normal’, a Project Linus blanket brings warmth, color
and love to them from the outside world. It also let’s them know they aren’t alone,
and that others care. So the next time you are working on a blanket for Project
Linus, know that the love you put in every stitch is heartwarming not only to the
child who receives it, but most likely to a Mom and Dad as well. And on behalf of
all those comforted by your work, we once again, say thank you.
karen

What’s happening at Gloria Dei !
Blanket Day

rsvp to judi
Saturday, March 17, 2018 & May 12, 2018 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
A day of fun and blanket making at the Gloria Dei Church. Bring your current
project and a bag lunch. Drinks and treats are provided.

tlc Day
rsvp to karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month 9:00am to
12:00pm
upcoming dates: 02/14 & 03/14 & 04/11
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of processing incoming blankets as
well as giving a little tlc to those that might
need it.

Sit ’n Sew
rsvp to karen
The 3rd Monday of each month 9:00am to
12:00pm
upcoming dates: 02/19 & 03/19 & 04/16
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of cutting, sewing, pinning,
knitting, crocheting and quilting for Linus!

How Can You Get
Hold of Us?

Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

Need to Skip Stitch?
If you need to skip stitch fleece for your
Project Linus blankets or for an
upcoming event, we have not only the
space to do it, but the equipment as
well! The monthly sit ’n sew event has
additional tables set up for skip stitching
and will always have cutting mats &
rulers as well as rotary cutters with skip
stitch blades available for use. If you
can’t make these dates, tables usually
open up as well at both blanket day and
tlc day. So free up your dining room
table for actual meals and come join us!
The more fleece that gets prepped, the
more blankets we have to provide
comfort to the children.
chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage@comcast.net
nursegale50@att.net

what else is happening?
buffalo Grove!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
questions? contact Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
upcoming dates:
02/05 & 03/05 & 04/02
450 McHenry Road
Buffalo Grove
An evening of knitting, crocheting
and conversation. This event is
also a fundraiser so come for
dinner (be sure to say ‘Project
Linus’ when ordering) and stay to
stitch!

Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
questions? contact Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates:
02/28 & 03/28 & 04/25
51 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove
A morning of knitting, crocheting
and conversation.

Join in the fun when Quilter's Heaven hosts two
Project Linus days in February! They are planning
on making patchwork quilts for boys. If you have
any scraps to donate, please bring them along.
The patterns will be using pieces as small as
1-1/2"squares!! Machines and irons will be set up.
February 8th - cutting day
(bring a rotary cutter & your favorite ruler)
February 22nd
Sewing all those pieces into wonderful quilts
which will comfort children in crisis.
Quilter's Heaven
1747 Dundee Road
Northbrook
Come for an hour or the day
we guarantee a rewarding experience.
Space is limited so RSVP's are required 847-272-7245

starbucks in Northbrook!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Starbucks
Questions? Contact Penny
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
upcoming dates: 02/21 & 03/21 & 04/18
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
1931 Cherry Lane, Northbrook
an evening of stitching, socializing,
and Starbucks!

starbucks

in

gurnee!

Starbucks North
rsvp to Dianna - 847.360.8436
baseleyd@hotmail.com
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month
10:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates:02/07 & 02/21,
03/07 & 03/21, 04/04 & 04/18
1500 Nations Drive, Gurnee
a morning of blanket making
for Linus! (fleece and yarn exchange
on 3rd wednesday only)

California Pizza Kitchen
in Deer park!
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
questions? contact Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
upcoming dates: 02/26 & 03/26 & 04/23
20502 N. Rand Road, Deer Park
knitting, crocheting,conversation and
pizza! This event is also a fundraiser so
come for lunch and be sure to say
‘Project Linus’ when ordering.

Overheard one morning at the IHOP Sit n Stitch…
“As usual, we were grouped around tables talking
about all things Linus and the subject of fleece came
up. One of the Blanketeers, Lynn Rogge, said that she
felt children chose their blankets by the pattern on
the fleece because it was a picture that appealed to
them. She then said that she considers her crochet
work around the edges to be adding the frame to that
picture.
What a lovely thought as we are all crocheting our
fingers off!”
Judy Mellin

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
Max Gambon - Eagle Scout Candidate
..and someone you should know
Why did I choose Project Linus?
My 5irst introduction to the program was through a service day at my high
school during Freshman year. Their presentation was meaningful and
their mission inspiring. I knew, even though it was over a year away, that
it would be my Eagle Scout Service Project. I was so sure about this
project that I even called my mom from school to let her know. I kept the
small 5lyer that was handed out that day and periodically referred to it.
How did I start my project?
After talking to my sponsor, Judi Goldman, I saw there was a real need for larger, teen-sized blankets. Once I
had a clearer vision of what was currently needed, I broke my project into 3 parts: fundraising, materials,
and the blanket bee.
Currently, I am in the fundraising phase of my project. I looked at the cost of 5leece. I estimated that $10
would buy about 2 yards of 5leece. That has made it easy for my donors to understand how the money will
be used, $10 = 1 blanket. I made a 5lyer that explained my project and started a Facebook group to keep my
friends and donors informed.
Don’t be afraid of opportunity!
I talk about my project and Project Linus to everyone I meet. This has resulted in a couple of surprise
donations, including a small donation from a friend in Russia and several knitted afghans from a knitting
group in McHenry, Illinois. I was recently recognized by the VFW for a Voice of Democracy essay that I
wrote and used that opportunity to address a School Board meeting. I provided them and my school
principal with an electronic and paper copy of my 5lyer. They have sent my information out to their contacts.
You never know where a donor may be.
Although I have a speci5ic type of blanket that I am making for my project, I am also accepting other blanket
donations from the knitters, crocheters and quilters in my list. Every blanket will do good.

"Prope r l y prac t ice d,
k ni t t ing so o t he s t he
t rouble d spi r i t, and i t
doe sn't hurt t he un t rouble d
spi r i t e i t he r.”
- Eliz abe t h Zimme r m ann

A NEW BLANKET DONATION “DON’T”
We have always asked that fabric softener and perfumes not be used when
laundering blankets but we’ve now found an additional culprit in scenting these
donations, scented trash bags. While these bags are great for helping with
kitchen odors, they are not so great for Project Linus blankets. The scent
from these bags are transferring on to the blankets and due to patient
allergies, we are not able to send them through. We thank you so much for
using plain white bags when sending your blankets in for processing.
NEED A REMINDER OF OUR OTHER “DONT’S”?
Do not create blankets in a smoking environment.
Do not use fabric with religious messages
Do not donate blankets created in a home with pets without washing, drying
and then placing the blanket in a plastic bag for donation.
Do not create any blanket near peanut butter or nuts.
Do not attach any embellishments, such as buttons or sequins, to the
blankets.
Do not use any fabric or yarn that has been exposed to mold or mildew.
…and the big one….
DON’T LEAVE ANY PINS IN THE BLANKET!

links for Linus
Paramedics Cure Boredom By
Crocheting For A Good Cause

Yes, I know it’s not in
English but what a
cool crocheted toy!
instagram.com/p/
BeiLC9mFSBN/

denver.cbslocal.com/2017/12/11/
paramedics-crochet-denver-health/

And you thought
your iron was only
for quilting..

Don’t miss the Art Institute’s

Making
Memories:
Quilts as
Souvenirs
exhibit.

Have you checked out
MADE creative fiber arts
studio in Mundelein?
From classes to Long Arm
rentals they might be able to
help you out with just what
you need!
madecreativestudio.com

youtube.com/
watch?
v=Ry7krrIHdDg

Through April 1, 2018
Galleries 57–59
artic.edu/exhibition/makingmemories-quilts-souvenirs

Thinking about the 2018 challenge?
What girl doesn’t love puppies!
Paw patrol granny squares!
ravelry.com/patterns/library/paw-patrol-granny-squares

Check out These new
blanket making books!

Knitted paw square!
ravelry.com/patterns/library/paw

tinyurl.com/
ya2l55ko

Dog Daze Quilt! (this one even has a bonus quilt for cat
lovers!)
tinyurl.com/yccunews
tinyurl.com/
y8rqlkvz
Another use for all those really small quilting scraps!

Confetti Quilts!
tinyurl.com/
y7ghhn7w

youtube.com/watch?
v=nQyqVs-DRb8

Send your
e-mail
address to
Judi and
receive your
stitch ’n
times
electronically!
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Sideways Shell Baby Afghan
APPROXIMATE SIZE: 36" x 44"
YARN: 18 oz. of 4-ply machine
GAUGE: With size I crochet hook, 1
cluster= 1 inch, and 3 rows = 2 inches
Note: The pattern can be adjusted to
any size, made in any yarn with any
size hook. It is a multiple of 3 sts, + 2
sts.)
Chain 110 loosely.
Row 1: In the 5th chain from hook, work 1 sc, ch 2, and 2 dc, *skip 2 ch,
work 1 sc, ch 2, and 2 dc all in the next ch. Repeat from * across to last 3
ch (29 clusters), skip 2 ch, work 1 dc in the last ch.
Row 2: Chain 3, turn. Work 1 sc, ch2, and 2 dc clustered all in the first
ch-2 loop. Repeat in all loops across to last loop. Work 1 dc in ch-3 space
at the end of row.
Repeat Row 2 until piece measures approximately 42". Do not break off
yarn. Continue around the corner and the remaining 3 sides of the
blanket, working 1 sc-ch 2-2 dc clusters in each space. Slip st at the end.
Break off with 6 inches of yarn and weave in yarn ends.

P43.W.18.C11
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SERENDIPITY QUILT
You can watch a tutorial by the Missouri Star Quilt Company here: http://quiltingtutorials.com/quiltprojects/serendipity-quilt-2-quilts-price-1/ You get 2 blocks from one cut!
FABRIC:
You will use three strips (light, medium and dark) and 5”contrasting color charm squares of a particular
color to make these blocks. In this quilt I used light, medium and dark of jungle-type prints and various
5” batik squares of various green and blue/green.
DIRECTIONS:
1. Sew three 2 ½” x Width of Fabric strips together (light-medium-dark) or (light-dark-medium) –
whatever you prefer.
2. Cut strip sets into blocks (measure the height of the 3 strips and then cut your block that
width) – should be about 6 ½” but it depends on your seam allowance.
3. REMEMBER: When you start to sew 5” squares on the 6 ½” square strip sets,
they MUST all be in the same direction as pictured.

6 ½”

Cut six – 6 ½” sections
from each strip set. 2
identical strip sets
(12 sections) will
make 3 Block A’s.

6 ½”
4.

6 ½”

To make this 12 block quilt plus the
bonus quilt (below) you will need:
8 – 2 ½” x WOF strips (light)
8 – 2 ½” x WOF strips (medium)
8 – 2 ½” x WOF strips (dark)
96 – 5” squares of various shades/prints
of a particular color.
5 – 3 ½” x WOF border fabric (side
borders will be pieced.
½ yard binding
Batting and backing approx.. (42” x 54”)

Sew a 5” square on the diagonal to the opposite corners of each 6 ½” x 6 ½” section.
Here’s how: Draw a pencil line diagonally across 5” square. This will be your first sewing line.
Then, draw another pencil line a scant ½” from the diagonal pencil line. This will be your second
sewing line. Sew along the diagonal line (white dashed line). Without cutting the thread, flip block and sew in the opposite direction on
nd
the 2 pencil line (black dashed line). Carefully cut blocks apart between sewing lines. Press each open and set smaller block aside.

+

5.

Add another 5” square to the opposite corner of theSet
block
asideby following the same instructions as in Step 4. You will end up with Square A
plus two bonus squares! Combine 4 “Square A’s” to create “Block A”.

+
Square A

6.

+
2 Bonus Squares

Finished blocks:

+

Block A
12 ½” unfinished

Block B
Approx. 8”-8-1/2”
unfinished
Bonus Quilt

P44.W.18.Q12

just for fun!
A recent “after sit ’n sew” lunch included these Turtle Bars for dessert!
Thanks so much to Barb Dohnal for sharing the recipe!
TURTLE BARS
Crust:
2 c flour
1/2 c butter, slightly softened but not mushy
Topping:
2/3 c butter
1 c (6oz) semisweet chocolate chips

1 c packed brown sugar
1 c chopped pecans
1/2 c packed brown sugar

In mixing bowl, beat flour, sugar and butter until crumbly. Press firmly into ungreased 9 x13 pan. Arrange
pecans over crust and press down slightly.
Combine butter and brown sugar in saucepan. Bring to a boil ; boil for 1 min. Pour over pecans.
Bake at 350 degrees for 15 min or until bubbly.
Sprinkle with chocolate chips and let stand for 3 min. Spread chocolate. Cool completely before cutting.

Will You Crochet?

(With homage to Dr. Seuss)
by Laurinda Reddig - ReCrochetions

Will you crochet in the park?
Will you crochet in the dark?
Will you crochet on a plane?
Will you crochet on a train?
What about the dentist’s chair?
You can crochet anywhere!

Remember The
Project Linus
Mystery Quilt
Challenge?
In our last issue
Lisa Wilson
shared some of
her blocks for
the 2017
mystery quilt
and asked if any other blanketeers from our chapter
also participated. Well, Carol Bennett did and
generously shared a picture of her adorable finished
quilt! Thanks so much for sharing Carol! Your
“Exploring the World With Ethan” quilt turned out
just amazing!

Will you crochet while at church?
It won’t leave you in a lurch.
Will you crochet in a car?
Will you crochet in a bar?
What about the picture show?
Tell me. Tell me. I will go.
Will you crochet at the gym?
How ‘bout just a little trim?
Will you crochet on a walk?
Will you crochet while we talk?
Will you crochet with a friend?
Teach them. Teach them. Start a trend!
Yes! I crochet here and there.
I will crochet everywhere!

thanks to all of you!
Good morning,

Dear Judi and Penny,

Today we had to bring my son to the acute care clinic.
Fortunately it wasn’t for something super drastic.
However for a first time Mom this wasn’t how I
envisioned our first Christmas Eve together. He has a
pretty nasty croup infection and required care. We were
super blessed by the blanket created by your
blanketeers. The gesture made a upsetting situation a
little more bright. I wanted to extend our gratitude for all
the love, care, and time you and your blanketeers put
into a project like this.

It will definitely be something

we cherish. We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas.

Our son Tymofii recently had
a surgery on his hard palate
at Shiner's Hospital in
Chicago. When he was
moved from ICU into another
room, the nurse gave him a
Project Linus blanket. We
want to thank you and the
"Blanketeers" for your labor
of love, kindness and
generosity. Our son has been
enjoying the comfort and warmth of the blanket.
Attached is a picture of him with his father while
recovering at Shriner's. Thank you and God bless
you.
Sincerely, Tracy K
I am 15 and I was just laying around this afternoon,
covered by my Project Linus blanket, and felt taken
by the most overwhelming sense of gratitude.
Between all the chaos of a hospital stay and the
numbness of pain medication, I hadn't really thought
about how much effort and love went into getting this
blanket to me. Of course I was grateful, but it's only
now, a week after I received my blanket in the ICU,
that I really felt the urge to write out this thank you. I
don't know why, but I just looked at my blanket and
started tearing up. It suddenly struck me how much
this blanket meant to me.
I can't really describe the fear of being in the ICU. I've
been ill for 3 years now. I know the hospital like the
back of my hand, but there is fear every time. Despite
what I might like to believe, being sick never gets any
easier. To have something soft and warm, something
colorful, is more meaningful than I think people can
ever know. It's amazing how comforting something as
simple as a blanket can be. I actually have received
two one when I was 12, and another just last week.
Both of them brought an indescribable warmth to
some of the lowest points in my life.
I remember making these blankets in elementary
school. We used to do it every year around
Thanksgiving. Never in a million years did I think I
would be on the receiving end.
I want everybody at Project Linus to know that not
only are you helping young toddlers and babies, but
you are also helping teenagers. You are helping the
stressed out parents of sick kids know that their child
has just that little extra bit of security. You are
helping more than you know, and for that I am
eternally grateful.
Thank you all, for everything you do.

until next time…

Religious Education Project
Linus Blanket Family Service
Night 11.14.17

Together, we made 201
comfort blankets that
were blessed for
children in local area
hospitals.

The Religious Education classes at St. James Parish in Arlington Heights had their 4th
annual family service project night on November 14th, 2017. For the past four years,
they have made their family service night specifically for making fleece blankets for
Project Linus. First through Eighth grade student families are invited to participate at the

4:30pm or 6:30pm class time. The families bring in fleece and the Religious Education
Directors provide Linus blanket directions, tape, yard sticks, pens, scissors and long
tables in the school gym. Sixty long tables are setup in the St. James School gym.
Approximately 250 people were in attendance at 4:30pm and 175 people were in
attendance at 6:30pm this year. Each time a completed blanket was turned in, a point

was put on the gym scoreboard. This year, 201 blankets were made at St. James and
donated to Project Linus!! The Directors have heard that this is one of the major highlights
of the St. James Religious Education school year. It’s so nice for families to come
together as a Church community and work on making blankets together for sick children.
It’s a great service project for all ages and it helps the young children to understand even
they can do something to help others in need.

Another Generation Of Blanketeers!
Lily will be celebrating her Bat Mitzvah on her 12th birthday,
July 29, 2018. She will then become an adult member of the
temple. She has been studying Hebrew and going to Bat
Mitzvah classes. She is required to do a community service
project and, of course, she choose Kids
Bunny and her Granddaughter Lily
Helping Kids. She already did a

KHK presentation to 150 children at the Bader
School in Milwaukee.

In her KHK speech she said she's been part of Project Linus her
whole life because of her mom and her Bube (grandmother).

Love to Make Tied Quilts?
We love your tied quilts, as do all of the children who receive them but please
remember these basic guidelines:
Please use only new cotton fabric.
Batting must be attached in outer seams and tied every 4 – 6 inches.
Please use embroidery floss instead of yarn if you are tying the quilt.
When fleece or flannel is used as a backing, batting is unnecessary.

During 2017, our chapter comforted a record number 11,351 children with blankets.
While “Thank You” doesn’t always feel like enough, please know it is said from
the bottoms of our hearts.
We thank you.

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

