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I was at a UFO day last weekend (nothing to do with space aliens, we were working on our
‘unfinished objects’) with my quilt guild and the subject of ‘downsizing our stashes’ came up.
Quite a number of us have more material, yarn, batting etc.. then we’re ever going to use but we
all still wanted these materials to be used for a good cause. Of course, then I started talking
about you. I know people using heavy fabric and batting to make bed rolls for the homeless. I
know people using Christmas fabric for stockings for the military. I know people using small balls
of yarn to make hats for premies. I know people using flannel fabric scraps to make sanitary
pads. I know people using yarn and fabric to make blankets for children. I know people who knit,
crochet, sew and use their talents to comfort others. I know all of you. And it warms my heart.
karen
… oh, and before I forget.. keep any eye out on our giveaway tables for material donations. A lot
will be coming our way to help you, help others.

What’s happening at Gloria Dei !
Blanket Day

rsvp to judi

Saturday, March 16, 2019 & May 11, 2019 9:00 am - 1:30 pm

1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
A day of fun and blanket making at the Gloria Dei Church. Bring your current
project and a bag lunch. Drinks and treats are provided.
tlc Day
rsvp to karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 02/13 & 03/13 & 04/10
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of processing incoming blankets as
well as giving a little tlc to those that might
need it.
Sit ’n Sew
rsvp to karen
The 3rd Monday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 02/18 & 03/18 & 04/15
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of cutting, sewing, pinning,
knitting, crocheting and quilting for Linus!

How Can You Get Hold of Us?
Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage84@gmail.com
nursegale50@att.net

what else is happening?
Northbrook!

buffalo Grove!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
questions? contact Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
upcoming dates: 02/04 & 03/04 & 04/01
450 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove
An evening of knitting, crocheting
and conversation. This event is
also a fundraiser so come for
dinner (be sure to say ‘Project
Linus’ when ordering) and stay to
stitch!

Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
questions? contact Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates:02/27 & 03/27 & 04/24
51 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove
A morning of knitting, crocheting
and conversation.

Sit ‘N Stitch at Starbucks
Questions? Contact Penny
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
upcoming dates: 02/20 & 03/20 & 04/17
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
1931 Cherry Lane, Northbrook
an evening of stitching, socializing,
and Starbucks!

California Pizza Kitchen
in Deer park!
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
questions? contact Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
upcoming dates: 02/25 & 03/25 & 04/22
20502 N. Rand Road, Deer Park
knitting, crocheting,conversation and
pizza! This event is also a fundraiser so
come for lunch and be sure to say
‘Project Linus’ when ordering.

Gurnee
Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds
rsvp to Beth Leffelman bleffelman@yahoo.com
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month
10:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 02/06 & 02/20, 03/06 & 03/20,
04/03 & 04/17
6380 Grand Ave., Gurnee
a morning of blanket making for Linus!
(fleece and yarn exchange on 3rd wednesday only)

How To Put The tlc-ers Out Of Business
It’s been 11 years since our chapter of Project Linus started an event entitled ‘tlc day’. While the day has grown
in many ways, it’s main purpose is still to give a little tlc to those blankets that might need it. Most of our
blanket issues are with fleece tied blankets and by following these three simple guidelines, tlc day could
become a thing of the past.
1. When making a tied fleece blanket, please use only ONE layer of fleece. The hospitals and agencies where
we donate blankets request single layered fleece blankets.
2. When tying fringe, tie a knot in the middle of each piece of fringe. Do not tie a knot close to the blanket and
do NOT tie two pieces of fringe together. When you are finished with the blanket, spread it out on a table to
make sure that it lays flat. The blanket should not look like a fitted sheet.
3. Start with at least 1 1/2 yards of fleece so the blanket can still be large enough after the selvage has been
removed and the fringe has been cut. The corners should not be fringed so cut 4” squares from each corner
before cutting fringe.
Please share these simple guidelines with any group you know making fleece tied blankets for Linus. Every one
of us who attends the monthly tlc day will thank you.

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
Meet Chicago Northwest partners with Local Hotels and the Professional
Mee8ng Community to assist children in need
Meet Chicago Northwest, Chicago Northwest hotels and professional
mee6ng professionals teamed up to partner with Project Linus to create
hand-made blankets for children in need at an event hosted by the Hya=
Regency Schaumburg on Thursday, November 15, 2018.
For three hours a ballroom at the hotel was ﬁlled with “blanketeers”,
volunteer blanket makers.
Using single-ply ﬂeece, the volunteers
measured, cut and 6ed 30 ﬂeece blankets. The blankets were then
donated to Project Linus North and Central Chicagoland.
“It’s so heartwarming to see our customers and hotel partners take 6me
out of their day to co-operate on this community project” remarked Dave
Parulo, President of Meet Chicago Northwest.

From
Katie Feldmann
Budlong Elementary School

Hi,
My kids had SO much
fun decorating the
squares with their high
school buddies. They
learned a lot about
paying it forward! We talked about how
we felt making the squares, and how we
think a child will feel receiving a
blanket. They agreed that it, “Feels good
to do something good for other people”
and, “I don’t even care that I can’t keep
this quilt square, I want to make
another kid happy!”
Thanks again for helping to coordinate
this endeavor for me! I anticipate it will
be a regular occurrence in my
classroom for years to come now! I’ve
attached
some photos
from our
experience.
Best, Katie

Shared by Chapter Coordinator Leslie Maltz
On Monday, one of my students came to me and said "When
you said we were making blankets for Project Linus I
thought I had heard about it before but I just could not
?igure out where I heard the name before. Then I
remembered that when I was in ?irst grade I had a serious
brain infection that almost killed me. I was getting needles
in both of my arms to be attached to a machine. The nurse
came in with a Frozen blanket from the Disney Movie. It was
a Project Linus blanket!"
She explained to the students her courageous battle (she
was hospitalized for a year). She talked about how she had
to learn to talk, walk, feed, and dress herself again. She
described how getting that blanket made her feel. All the
students were completely in tears when she told them. I
can't believe that I picked this project and then I had a
student a recipient a few years before. Serendipity.

Have You Visited Our Website Lately?
Event listings, blanket guidelines,
drop off sites and patterns are
just a few of the things you’ll
find! It’s also the place we’ll
post event cancelations due to
weather so before you go out,
check the website for updates!
projectlinuschicago.com

links for Linus
Rural Minnesota doctor sews a baby blanket for
every newborn he delivers

A really unique crochet stitch!

(and a great knitting/crocheting blog to explore)

"The best part of it in my mind is that it was made by
Husqvarna, and that’s the same brand as my chain saw,”
he said. “And I thought it was cool that I could cut
down trees and sew baby blankets with the same brand
of equipment.”

Vintage Fan Ripple
Stitch Blanket
tinyurl.com/yb56kegp

Read his story here:
tinyurl.com/y9poqswh

Literary
Crochet
Patterns

La Crosse Boy A Globally
Renowned Crochet Prodigy
At Age 11

(there’s only one blanket in the
list but it’s worth clicking on
the link just for that!)

tinyurl.com/yalyp323

tinyurl.com/ycwkkqzy

Knitting For A Cause
With Blue Baling Twine
agdaily.com/video/farmerbaling-twine/

The first computers were repurposed Jacquard looms. Before punch
cards encoded computer programs, they encoded weaving patterns.
The history of computers is the
history of sewing. Never forget!
This is Irene Posch's
embroidered computer, its
calculations conducted through
gold thread
ireneposch.net/theembroidered-computer/

Veteran battling PTSD takes
up sewing to help cope.
tinyurl.com/y7b8vjmv

Send your
e-mail address to Judi and
receive your
stitch ’n times
electronically!

PROJECT LINUS-NORTH & CENTRAL CHICAGOLAND CHAPTER
Blanket Pattern 51 ♥ Crochet
Providing Security Through Handmade Blankets for Children- A 100% volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3) charitable organization
Chapter Coordinators – Judi Goldman – 847.498.3987 & Penny Gidd - 847.521.0672
637 Charlemagne, Northbrook, IL 60062
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Evonne’s Snappy Square

SIZE: Can be made any size desired. Blanket will be square.
HOOK: Crocheter’s discretion
YARN: Change colors at any time.
Pattern is worked all on right side.
Chain 8.
Join with slipstitch to form a ring. hdc in 1st stitch.
3 hdc in next st. hdc in next,
3 hdc-continue to form corners.
hdc in each stitch.
3 hdc at each corner.

P51.02.19.C13

PROJECT LINUS-NORTH & CENTRAL CHICAGOLAND CHAPTER
Blanket Pattern 52 ♥ Quilt
Providing Security Through Handmade Blankets for Children- A 100% volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3) charitable organization
Chapter Coordinators – Judi Goldman – 847.498.3987 & Penny Gidd - 847.521.0672
637 Charlemagne, Northbrook, IL 60062
Chapter website: www.projectlinuschicago.com e-mail: linuschicagoland@gmail.com

Card Trick Baby Quilt
Materials needed:
From each of a white and print fabric:
18 - 5 ¼" x 5 ¼" squares - cut in half diagonally, making 36 triangles
18 - 4" x 4" squares - cut in half diagonally, making 36 triangles
From each of two solid fabrics (solid A and solid B):
9 - 5 ¼" x 5 ¼" squares - cut in half diagonally, making 18 triangles
9 - 4" x 4" squares - cut in half diagonally, making 18 triangles
From Print: 5-2½" strips for inner border
From Solid A: 5-3½ strips for outer border
Block Construction:
Work each block in three horizontal rows of three small blocks.
Example:
top row left - sew large print triangle to large white triangle
top row middle - sew small white triangle to small print triangle - press - sew to large
solid A triangle
top row right - sew large solid A triangle to large white triangle
Join together to create the top row
Continue in this way for the remaining rows and then
join the three rows to create a single block. When
finished,you should have nine blocks measuring 13" x
13" each.
Finishing the QuiltStitch together three strips of three blocks each to create
quilt top. (See image of completed quilt)
Stitch Border 1 (2½" wide strips of print fabric) to top,
bottom and sides of quilt top. Add Border 2 (3½"
strips of Solid A) in same manner.
P52.02.19.Q14

just for fun!
Sour Cream Cookies

A sugar cookie frosted with powdered sugar glaze and sprinkled with colored sugar.
Thanks to Marilyn Fettinger from Northern Lake County Quilters Guild for sharing this recipe
Makes about 12 dozen 2” cookies.
1/2 cup butter (1 stick)
250 grams sugar (approx. 1/1/4 cups)
1 large egg
1/2 cup sour cream
450 grams flour (approx. 3 2/3 cups)
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp vanilla
Cream butter. Add sugar. Beat until creamy and smooth. Add egg. Mix. Add sour cream. Mix. Add baking
powder and vanilla. Mix. Add flour 1/4 cup at a time. Beat until thoroughly mixed. Chill at least one hour.
Preheat oven to 350°. Roll dough out to 1/8” thickness and cut with cookie cutters. Bake 10-15 minutes until
light golden brown on the bottom, usually about 12 to 14 minutes. Cool on cookie rack. When cool, frost
cookies with glaze and decorate with colored sugar.
Glaze:
340 grams powdered sugar (approx. 3 cups)
7 tbs milk
3/4 tsp vanilla extract 3/4 tsp almond extract
Heat milk. Add powdered sugar, vanilla and almond. Stir with fork until lumps are gone.

Enjoy Corner to Corner Crochet but
wonder how to add a border?
Joan Albrecht from our Gurnee group
shared this!
In each chain 3 space on the edge of
completed blanket,
do 5 double
crochet. Do a
single crochet in
the middle dc of
the next block.
Repeat all around
the blanket. Join
with a slip stitch to
the first double
crochet.

Announcing Project Linus’
first ever…

Knit and Crochet
Along!
The Knit and Crochet
Along will be much like the
Project Linus Mystery Quilt Challenge
that just finished up its fourth year.
Keep and eye (and ear) out for details at
our events and on the website in the next
month. Sign ups will start mid February.

Time to rise to the Challenge !
The 2019 Appreciation Tea is scheduled for August 24 and as usual, one of the most popular activities is our blanket
challenge. The announcement of our ‘TEEN’ theme was enthusiastically received by the hospital representatives at
last year’s tea, (resulting in whoops and high fives) and to encourage lots of teen blanket donations, we have
decided to change up the winning categories a bit for 2019.
Tea attendees will be voting for their favorites in six catagories:
Blanket that makes you say “awwww”
The blanket a teen would take to college.
Best Teen Girl Blanket
Best Teen Boy Blanket
Cuddliest Blanket
Best in Show
The rules are simple. Blankets should be at least 50” x 72” and while you can enter as many blankets as you would
like, you can only win in one category. You can hand in your blanket to any event hostess before the Tea or bring it
early the morning of the tea. Clip your name and the word “Challenge” on your blanket.
It’s never too early to start thinking about a challenge blanket entry so on these cold winter evenings, sit by the fire
and start a blanket that will comfort a teen.

thanks to all of you!
Hi! I wanted to thank you guys for the blanket you guys gave me, almost 15
years ago. I remember being terrified in my new foster home, and getting
that blanket, has helped me so much, even to this day. I still can NOT travel
without it, or sleep without it. sadly, it has torn and the fabric is very thin
now, but I'm still grateful for all the memories I had with it.
forever thankful
Ten years ago, I was 9 years old, and in a hospital bed. I'd
attempted suicide. I lived in a severely sexually abusive home,
and they didn't even know. I would go on to attempt suicide 7
more times, before age 15. That's when I'd be removed from
home and put in a foster home, where my story would come
out. I received your blanket in that first hospital stay. Ten
years later, through foster care, homelessness, and an abusive
boyfriend, I still have the blanket. I'll never leave that
blanket behind; for it reminds me of the first sign of human
kindness I ever had in my life. I'm blind now, legally blind and
actually have practically no sight at all. But I'll always know
what the blanket looks like, I spent way too many years holding
it to not know. Thank you. It's made a big difference.

My little girl is in the Hospital for a bone
marrow transplant and a volunteer gave
her a beautiful blanket from Project
Linus, such a heart felt thing to do and its
beautiful!!! Thank you so much!
My three year old sat in the
emergency room with a miserable
rash. They had to stick her in a
gown for her stay and her Project
Linus blanket made her feel more at
home and relaxed.
We will cherish this for years to
come. Thank you!
My son was admitted to the hospital
and when we arrived I hadn't
grabbed a blankie, but when I walked
into the room there was already a
blanket waiting on my son to snuggle
up with. I also have a daughter and
she received one also just because
Bubba did. Y'all are doing something
amazing! It not only makes the kids
happy but it makes a parent feel good
too! Thank you for everything y'all
are doing!

Judi and
Penny,
Thank you for
organizing
such a
wonderful
program. My
daughter is
having a hard
time at
Evanston
hospital but
the blanket is
a loving help
to her.

Dear Project Linus,
I wanted to send a HUGE THANK
YOU to you all for what you do. My 5
yr old went into the ER with a split
chin after a fall. It was a traumatic
experience for her and when the
nurse came in with a blanket it put a
huge smile on her face. She got one
with butterflies on it - which was one
of the things her grandma loved.

Recently my 16 month old
daughter was hospitalized at UIC
because she needed to receive IV
antibiotics and a blood transfusion.
These past few weeks have been
overwhelming for us as we are
balancing our concern for our
daughter with prayers and
thankfulness to God for all of the
medical advances we have at our
?ingertips to help her. When we got
to UIC, she was scared to go into
her hospital room because she
learned quickly that that’s where she received vitals,
medications, and transfusions. She was blessed with a
beautiful quilt from your blanketeers! It made the hospital
room feel more like home. She loved pointing to the
ladybugs, bananas, and monkeys on her quilt. I quilt on
occasion myself (although since the twins I haven’t had time
to), and I know how much time and love was put into that.
Thank you thank you thank you for the beautiful baby quilt.
It’s beautiful and it was so nice to have something besides
sterile white linen to snuggle up with my sick baby in!

until next time…
Crocheting For A Cause
allfreecrochetafghanpatterns.com
partnered
with
Project
Linus and
Lorna's
Laces to
host a
Security
Blankets
Charity
Drive from
November
16 to
December
17, 2018.
In January, Jaji Hammer delivered
111 blankets from this drive!

Knitting Kittens?
As Linus blanketeers we enjoy the fellowship of our neighborhood
gatherings and the inspiration that we receive from each other.
But we take our blanket making pretty seriously. So when I
received an e-mail recently from one of our newer blanketeers
requesting help in find a simple kitten pattern I was quite puzzled
but not willing to brush off the request. I asked what medium the
blanketeer wished to work with, and she responded "knitting". So
I sent a request off to the folks on my Gurnee e-mail list asking if
any of them knew of such a pattern as I did not have such a
thing. Soon a response arrived in my in-box with a big laugh.
The request from the blanketeer for a simple kitten pattern was
really a request for a simple knitting pattern. Auto correct had
taken over and did not automatically deliver the correct message.
So while we are serious about our blanket making, we can have a
good laugh along the way as we help each other.
Beth Leffelman, Gurnee Neighborhood Group

Dear Blanketeers,
We always become re?lective at this time of the year. We have seen so many changes in our chapter-new blanketeers, fun new articles in our newsletter, new monthly events, new patterns, interesting
new stitches and techniques and, of course, new recipes! It has been a year of great growth in our
chapter. We have had many more corporations and community groups participate in making blankets
for Project Linus. Eagle Scouts, classrooms, Days of Service at schools and religious organizations have
also made blankets and decorated quilt squares. It has been a busy and productive year.
We have also noted that many of the hospitals and agencies are asking for more blankets than they had
in the past. Judi's shelves have been almost empty at times only to be ?illed to over?lowing the next
month. Our blanketeers have stepped up to the challenge of creating ever more blankets to comfort the
children we serve. Drum roll please.....we have donated 13,434. this year, over 2,000 more than
we have ever donated in past years. Now add some trumpets....we have donated a total of
157,613 blankets since our chapter started. Those numbers are overwhelming and incredible. We
couldn't be prouder or more grateful. We are proud to be able to comfort so many children each and
every day. We are grateful to each of you. We are in awe of your generous hearts and talented hands. It
does our hearts good when we see you greet each other with hugs knowing your connections to each
other have gone far beyond Project Linus. We are incredibly grateful that you are always willing to
lend a hand, square some ?leece, deliver blankets, label and bag, check for pins and most of all make
the most beautiful blankets! Whether you make 10 blankets a month or one every other year, each
blanket comforts a child just when they need it the most. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts
for being a Blanketeer and our friend.
Wishing you a happy and healthy 2019-?illed with love, family, friends and, of course, blankets!!
Penny and Judi

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

