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(With apologies to Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, Julie Andrews, the 
entire Von Trapp Family and to all 

of you for the ‘earworm’ 
I’m about to give you.) 

Karen 

** to the tune of 
‘Favorite Things’ **

Getting your blankets to us… 
Thanks so much for continuing to make blankets!  So many of you have told us that making 
blankets for Project Linus has kept you sane during this crazy time. You have enabled us to 
be ready to fill the requests of the hospitals and agencies we serve.  Remember-don't keep 
finished blankets at home!  Bring them to us and keep the shelves full! 
You can drop off blankets at these homes: 
Judi - 637 Charlemagne Drive, Northbrook Marge - 3257 Prestwick, Northbrook 
Penny - 14 Wakefield Court, Buffalo Grove Roberta - 1999 Westfield Drive, Gurnee. 

We Need Your Help! 
We have stacks and stacks of 
raw fleece that needs to be 

processed--cut into 
blanket size, selvage removed, 
squared and skip stitched.  If 
 you would like to help, please 

call Penny.  

With your help, we can keep 
the fleece exchange up and 

running. 

Please! 
We love receiving the 

blankets that you all so 
lovingly create but 

please do not use fabric 
softener, dryer sheets or 

bag them in scented 
plastic bags. We have to 
wash these blankets to 

protect the children 
who receive them.

Talking and laughing while sewing on labels 
Cookies and brownies set out on the tables 
Beautiful quilts that give us blanket bliss 
These are a few of the things that we miss 
Sounds of a crochet hook hitting the hard floor 
Seeing bagged blankets leave out of the front door 
Hugs from our friends and our cheeks that they kiss 
These are a few of the things that we miss 
Social Distance 
Vaccinations  
These will get us through 
And when we remember the things that we miss 
Please know that we miss… YOU… too!

Oh no! Not another 
article about PINS!!!  I 
know we sound like a 
broken record 
repeating and 
repeating the same warning.  We are always 
concerned about pins being left in the 
blankets, but now  we have a suggestion—-
use pins with visible heads like these.  They 
won’t get buried in fleece blankets or quilts 
and are easier to find!   We often find a pin left 
in the label…we don’t care if the label is 
crooked. Better crooked than a forgotten pin.



what’s happening?

Dear Project Linus:
On behalf of Condell’s Sexual Assault Program, I 
wanted to extend our gratitude for your wonderful 
blankets. We are the SANE nurses (Sexual Assault 
Nurse Examiners) who care for the pediatric sexual 
abuse patients in the Condell Emergency 
Department.  Typically, we are one of the first few 
people these kids see after they disclose this trauma. As 
you can imagine, they are frightened and vulnerable.  
I cannot tell you how many times we have offered 
Project Linus blankets to these children as way to 
provide comfort and security.  We see an immediate 
change in them! The children are visibly more relaxed, 
and a little more trusting. They pick out blankets from 
the wide variety patterns and textures Project Linus 
provides, which allows us to get to know them a little 
better. Do they like cats?  What is their favorite color? 
In turn, it helps us perform our exams better because 
they feel safer around us.
Please know what a difference your act of generosity 
has made in the lives of the many children we serve 
during this very difficult time. Thank you!
Warmly, 
SANE Coordinator
Emergency Department
Advocate Condell Medical Center

Have you moved, changed your phone 
number, switched email addresses??  Please let 
us know so we can update our Blanketeer list. 

We like to keep in touch with each of you. 

Selfless	For	Scott	
Scott	Boorstein	lost	his	life	suddenly	at	21	years	old.	Each	
year	on	Scott’s	birthday,	the	Boorstein	family	holds	a	free	
volunteer	event	for	community	members	to	attend	entitled		
Selfless	for	Scott,	created	in	memory	of	Scott	to	make	the	
world	a	little	brighter,	a	little	kinder,	and	a	little	more	
beautiful.	

This	year,	SelflessForScott	teamed	up	with	Project	Linus,	
decorating	fabric	squares	that	will	be	sewn	into	quilts	by	
Project	Linus	blanketeers.	The	organization	was	hoping	to	
have	550	squares	decorated,	but	the	response	was	so	
enthusiastic	that	over	1800	squares	were	decorated!	People	
participating	in	this	event	ranged	in	age	from	3-90	years.	

The	SelflessForScott	community	was	proud	to	be	giving	back	
to	those	in	need	and	found	that	making	the	squares	felt	
almost	as	good	as	receiving	a	beautiful	blanket.		They	knew	
that	Scott	would	have	been	proud	that	they	were	carrying	on	
his	legacy	of	kindness	through	the	creation	of	these	
gorgeous	squares	and	blankets	with	Project	Linus.	

Girl	Scout	Troop	45294	is	a	group	of	nine	4th	and	5th	graders	from	Lions	
Park	Elementary	in	Mount	Prospect.		They	all	enjoy	scouting	very	much	
including	learning	new	things	together,	going	on	fun	outdoor	adventures,	
and	participating	in	philanthropic	causes.		They've	learned	that	through	
philatrophy	you	donate	your	TIME,	TALENTS,	or	TREASURES	to	people	in	
need.		When	they	heard	about	Project	Linus	they	jumped	right	into	action	
and	tie-dyed	fabric	squares	that	were	sewn	into	this	beautiful	quilt	by	one	
of	the	scout's	grandmothers.		They	are	so	excited	to	have	participated	in	

such	a	wonderful	cause.	

Children’s Home & Aid is a leading child 
and family service agency in Illinois. We 
help children recover their health, their 
hope, and their faith in the people 
around them. We link children to a 
network of opportunity and care, to 
extended family, teachers, mentors, 
and the resources of their 
neighborhood and community. 

For 135 years, we go 
wherever children and 
families need us, and 
where that work has 
been proven to be most 
effective: at home, in the 
classroom, in the 
neighborhood, and in the 
course of daily life.



all the news that’s fit to print . . . . 

“Yikes—look at all those blankets!” 
-a frequent exclamation we hear when blanketeers arrive at the Gloria Dei Fellowship Hall for TLC and 

Blanket Days.  Everyone works hard at those meetings-triaging, labeling, pin checking, and bagging the 
hundreds of blankets we received that month. And then the middle of March 2020 brought a swift end to 

our meetings. 

For the first few months, most of the hospitals and agencies stopped accepting blankets, but the blankets 
kept appearing on Judi’s porch.  April and May were slower months, but, since June, between  800 and 1000 
blankets have been donated each month!!!  Amazing!!!  We wanted to continue processing blankets so we 

would be ready to donate blankets when the hospitals and agencies could accept them.  Without those 
working meetings, how were we going to accomplish that overwhelming feat?  

Judi put the word out that she needed help processing blankets and her Triage Team was formed.  Just when 
the dining room won’t hold another blanket, a Triage team member emails to say they are ready to  pick up 

IKEA bags full of blankets.  Each one of them saves the day (and the dining room) every single time!  This 
team enables us to achieve our goal of being ready with blankets any time a hospital or agency requests 

them. We want to thank those wonderful blanketeers for helping with this task.  We always say this but its 
true—-we couldn’t do it without you!  If you want to join the team, contact Judi!! 

Amazon Makes Charities Smile! 
Most of us are doing on-line shopping these days so 
this is a reminder, that your Amazon shopping can 

benefit Project Linus. 
During the last quarter of 2020, Project Linus received 

a donation of $932.05 through the amazon smile 
program.  

World wide, the program has donated 
$237,615,915.89, with $11,663.42 of that going to 

Project Linus. 
So start your amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com!  
When selecting your charity, Project Linus is listed as 
‘Linus Project’.   A percentage of your shopping (at no 
cost to you) will go to the charity you have selected.  

As you can see, it really adds up!

Thanks	Walmart!	
Through	the	Walmart	Community	
Giving	program	we	received	a	
generous	grant	from	them!	We	can’t	
tell	you	how	much	we	appreciate	their	
support	and	we	encourage	all	of	our	
blanketeers	to	support	them	as	well.	



 links for Linus

Send your e-
mail address 
to Judi and 
receive your 

stitch ’n 
times 

electronically!

Tiny	Houses	

For	those	of	you	who	enjoyed	
making	those	tiny	houses	with	us	
last	year,	Missouri	Star	has	added	

medium	
houses,	large	
houses	and	
even	trees	to	
this	design!	

tinyurl.com/
y4oho?ks

Did you know 
Michaels sells in 

bulk? 

There are a lot of 
items available 

through  Michaels Pro Pack, including yarn! 

tinyurl.com/y6ec2htk

Bobbin Tension Meter 
If  you’re having issues with 
your tension on your Singer 

Featherweight, check out 
the easy-to-use Bobbin 

Tension Meter from The 
Featherweight Shop. 

singer-featherweight.com/products/

Crochet	Modern	Granny	Afghan	
During	a	recent	zoom	meeting	
we	were	all	admiring	a	
crocheted	blanket	donation.		
Susan	Kenyon	was	able	to	find	
the	on-line	pattern	to	allow	
us	all	to	make	this	modern	
take	on	a	granny	afghan!	
thecrochetcrowd.com/crochet-
modern-granny-afghan-pattern/	

Need Quilting Inspiration? 
Moda has dozens of free patterns available!  Many of 

them are just perfect for Project 
Linus! 

modafabrics.com/inspiration-
resources/free-patterns

How Knitting Became Cool 
bbc.com/culture/article/20200630-how-knitting-

became-cool

Crochet Stitches 
Now that our chapter’s 

crochet along is over, do you 
miss learning new crochet 

stitches?  Keep learning with 
some of these stunning stitches! 

tinyurl.com/y6ey4bgg

tinyurl.com/yypuw59u

…. or these! 

leisurearts.com/99-
crochet-post-
stitches-1.html



E-Z Crochet Squares 
A great way to use small amounts of leftover yarn! 

HOOK: I or J hook  
YARN: 4-ply worsted yarn  
Makes a 10-inch square when completed with a 
single crochet (SC) border. 

chain(ch) 31. sc in 2nd ch from hook, ch, *skip 1 ch, 
sc, ch * repeat from * to * to make 15 SC across beginning ch. ch 2 to 
turn 

sc in space made by last ch in previous row; * ch, skip sc in previous 
row, sc in next chain-space *  

Repeat from * to * across row 

repeat this row until the square is “square” (as long as it is wide) – be 
sure that each row has 15 sc 
finish off 
 
Start next square. 

When assembling squares, alternate so that the rows run vertical, then 
horizontal, then vertical – this is because this pattern tends to stretch a 
great deal vertically. The blanket will hold its shape and look nicer 
when you alternate the rows.  
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Chiclets 
 
Fabric Requirements: 
Block A: 
5-5” squares of a darker fabric 

4-5” squares of lighter fabric 

Block B: 
5-5” squares of a lighter fabric 

4-5” squares of darker fabric 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS: 
1. Lay out squares as pictured creating two 9-patch blocks.  Sew squares together in rows and press seams in rows 1 & 3 to the outside and 

seams in Row 2 to the inside as pictured by the arrows.   

2. Sew rows together and press seams of Block A toward the outside of the block and seams of Block B toward the inside of the block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Measure the center square (it should be close to 4 ½”).  Take half of that measurement (2 ¼”) and cut 2 ¼” off each vertical side of both blocks 

and set aside strips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.    Rotate the blocks 90° and cut 2 ¼” off each remaining sides of both blocks once again and set aside strips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Swapping the cut strips from each block, first add the horizontal side strips (shorter strips) to the top and bottom of each block.  Then add the 

vertical side strips (longer strips) to the remaining sides of the block.  The strips will be slightly longer than needed.   Trim blocks to 13”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. There are 12 blocks in the quilt pictured (6 of Block A and 6 of Block B).   
 

Position the blocks as follows: 
Row 1:  A, B, A;  Row 2:  B, A, B;  Row 3:  A, B, A; Row 4:  B, A, B which makes 6 of Block A and 6 of Block B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

To make quilt pictured you will need: 
½ yard each of two contrasting fabrics (Block A) 

 -in this quilt:  blue and light blue 

½ yard each of two contrasting fabrics  (Block B) 

 -in this quilt:  orange and green 

½ yard binding 

Backing and Batting:  Approx. 36” x 48” 

 

*Note:  Be sure both fabrics for Block A contrast 

both fabrics for Block B as well. 

 

 

Block A Block B 

  

   

 

 

 

Block A Block B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 ½” 4 ½” 

2 ¼” 2 ¼” 2 ¼” 2 ¼” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

2 ¼” 2 ¼” 2 ¼”  2 ¼” 
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just for fun!

**	Correction	**	
(it	happens)	

The	‘Checks	Border’	pattern	for	crocheting	around	
Xleece	that	was	published	in	the	fall	2020	issue	needed	
a	correction.		You	can	Xind	the	updated	version	of	the	

pattern	on	our	website	here:	
projectlinuschicago.com/P65.11.20.F16%20Checks

%20Border.pdf

Nurturing Your 
Amish Friendship Bread Starter 

**Notes: DO NOT use any type of metal spoon or 
bowl for mixing. DO NOT refrigerate. 
If air gets in the bag, let it out.  It is normal for the 
batter to rise, bubble and ferment. 

Day 1.  Do nothing. (This is the day you either make 
or received the starter.) 

Day 2.  Mush the bag. Day 3.  Mush the bag. 
Day 4.  Mush the bag. Day 5.  Mush the bag. 

Day 6.  Add to the bag: 
1 cup Flour,  1 cup Sugar,  1 cup Milk 
then mush the bag. 

Day 7.  Mush the bag. Day 8.  Mush the bag. 
Day 9.  Mush the bag. 

Day 10. Pour the entire contents of the bag into a 
NON-METAL bowl. 
Add 1 ½ cup Flour, 1 ½ cup Sugar, 1 ½ cup Milk. 

Measure 4 separate batters of 1 cup each into 1 
gallon Ziploc bags. Keep starter for yourself and give 
the other three to friends with a copy of this recipe. 

(Should this not be passed onto a friend the first day, 
be certain to tell your friend which day the bag is at 
when presented to them. It is helpful to mark the bag 
with a permanent marker.) 

Diane Smith has three 
passions, books, jigsaw 
puzzles and yarn.  In her 
previous home she had a 

yarn room, 12x12 lined 
with shelves filled 

with yarn.  She moved into 
her daughter’s home and is 

trying to work her way 
through what she owns. 

She hasn't bought yarn in 
over a year! 

Diane delivered 40  
prewashed, unscented  and 

cuddly soft blankets to 
comfort the children of  

Linus.  We are so grateful 
for Diane’s recent donation 

and thrilled to be able to 
help her go through her 

stash of Red Heart, Bernat 
Pop, and Caron yarns.  

Keep an eye on your selvage! You never know 
what message it has for you.

(Thanks to Sally Smith for sharing!)

Tired of Sourdough?  Try your hand at it’s sweet cousin, Friendship bread!  Traditionally you are given a starter by a friend but you can 
also make your own and pass your extra on to your own friends (although I hear Penny might have some starter in her freezer for a 
friend or two…)  Either way, enjoy baking your own bread and also enjoy sharing that with a friend.

Amish Friendship Bread Recipe 
Penny Gidd 

Preheat the oven to 325°. 

In a large non-metal mixing bowl combine: 

1 cup starter 
3 eggs 
1 cup Oil (or ½ cup oil and ½ cup applesauce.) 
½ cup Milk 
1 cup Sugar 
2 teaspoon Cinnamon 
½ tsp Vanilla 
1 ½ tsp Baking Powder 
½ tsp Baking Soda 
½ tsp Salt 
2 cups Flour 
1 large box Instant Vanilla Pudding 

Grease 2 large loaf pans. 

In a separate bowl, mix an additional ½ cup 
Sugar and 1 ½ teaspoon Cinnamon. 

Dust the greased pans with half the sugar 
mixture. Pour the batter evenly into 2 pans and 
sprinkle the remaining sugar mixture on top. 

Bake 1 hour. Cool until bread loosens from the 
pan. (About 10 minutes) 

Amish	Friendship	
Bread	Starter	

.25	ounce	active	dry	yeast	
	 (or	1	packet)	
¼	cup	warm	water	
	 110°	F/45°C	
1	cup	Xlour	
1	cup	sugar	
1	cup	milk	

In	a	small	bowl,	dissolve	
yeast	in	water.	Let	stand	
10	minutes.	
In	a	2-quart	glass,	plastic	
or	ceramic	container,	
combine	1	cup	Xlour	and	
1	cup	sugar.	Mix	
thoroughly	with	a	whisk	
or	fork.	
Slowly	stir	in	1	cup	milk	
and	dissolved	yeast	
mixture.	

Cover	loosely	and	let	
stand	at	room	
temperature	until	bubbly.		
Store	in	a	gallon	ziploc	
bag.		Consider	this	Day	1	
of	the	10-day	cycle.	



thanks to all of you!

Hello!	
I	just	want	to	say	thank	you	so	much	for	the	dog	
blanket	you	made	and	donated	to	the	Children’s	

Hospital	at	St.	Alexius.	My	daughter	had	a	severe	break	
in	her	arm,	had	to	have	surgery	late	at	night	and	then	
stay	overnight	at	the	hospital.	When	we	got	to	her	

room,	we	knew	we	were	in	the	right	room	because	of	
the	dog	blanket	left	for	her.	She	loves	dogs	and	it	made	

her	so	happy	to	see	it	after	her	surgery.		
Thank	you	for	what	you	do.	It	really	does	make	a	

difference	in	the	lives	of	others	going	through	tough	
times.		

God	bless

My name is Kelli. My husband's name is 
Ryan. When Ryan was four, he was 

diagnosed with Leukemia. He is now 28 
and healthy as can be. However, when 

Ryan did have cancer, Project Linus made 
him a quilt. Ryan still has the quilt and it 
brings him so much warmth and joy. I 
just wanted to let you know that what 
you do is fantastic. The happiness you 
bring doesn't just last for the time that 
child is sick, it carries on throughout a 

lifetime. Thank you for everything.

Thank you for 
your generous 
gift. Most 
importantly, 
thank you for 
comforting my 
son while he was 
sick.  We live on 
the Fox River 
and this pattern 
perfectly fit him.  

Thank 
you 
from 
the 
bottom 
of our 
hearts. 

Thank you so much for the 
cute, warm frog blanket! 

I know you don't know us, but 
we received your amazing 
blanket at Lurie's Cardiac 
Care Unit about 4 months ago 
when our newborn son had 
successful open-heart surgery. It was such an 
emotional time for us that I didn't notice the 
Project Linus tag on the blanket. Today we used it 
to wrap up our son Bodie for a nap.  

If you'd like to know a little about us you can read 
about our story here:  
linkedin.com/pulse/strong-hearts-have-scars-our-
familys-chd-story-alex-willard/ 

Thank you for the blanket that my 
4 year old son, received on 
Christmas Eve! 
On Christmas Eve my son pushed 
a small lego piece up his nose. 
After many failed attempts for us 
parents to remove the piece my 
husband brought him to Condell 
Hospital in Libertyville. It took 
several attempts by multiple medical staff to remove 
the piece! When my husband sent me a picture of him 
in the ER I noticed the blanket immediately! In a way 
it gave me some peace at home seeing him wrapped in 
a warm blanket.
Thank you.

1 .
! 3 . !
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My son was born early at 35 
weeks and was in the NICU.  
When we got to bring him 
home his dad and I received a 
beautiful made yellow 
blanket. We cannot thank you 
enough for caring enough to 
provide comfort to our son 
Bryson. Thank you so much!

Thank you to who ever made my sons blanket. He 
was hospitalized for seizures and we received this 
blanket in the pediatric unit. He loves it.



until next time…

Blanket Day		 	 	 	 Hostess: judi 
2nd Saturday of Odd numbered months - 9:00 - 1:30 pm 

How Can You Get 
Hold of Us?

Judi Goldman: 847.498.3987 chicagolandlinus@gmail.com 
Penny Gidd: 847.521.0672 linuschicagoland@gmail.com 
Karen Grage: 847.940.8732 jkgrage84@gmail.com 
Gale Cook: 847.808.9636 nursegale50@att.net

tlc Day  Hostess: karen 
The 2nd Wednesday of each month 
9:00am to 1:30pm 

Sit ’n Sew  Hostess: karen 
The 3rd Monday of each month 
9:00am to 12:00pm 

Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers 
Hostess: Gale 
The 1st Monday of each month 
5:00pm to 8:00pm 

Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds 
Hostess: Beth Leffelman  
bleffelman@yahoo.com  
The  1st & 3rd Wednesday each month 
10:00am to 12:00pm 

Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop 
Hostess: Gale 
The 4th Wednesday of each month 
9:00am to 12:00pm  

Anything Can Happen Wednesday 
Hostess: Karen 
The 3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm    

Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK 
Hostess: Maryann Stubitsch   
847-224-1561 
The 4th Monday of each month 
11:15am to 1:30pm 

Zoom!  Zoom!  Zoom! 
Almost all of our events are now being 
held virtually on the same day and time 

as we met in person 
Since we started zooming, we have held 
over 70 virtual meetings.  There are so 
many of you we haven’t seen so if you’d 
like to attend a zoom meeting but need 

help getting started let us know! 
If there is a meeting you are interested 
in attending, contact the hostess to be 

added to the zoom invite list. 
Hope to see you soon! 

All of our events are currently on hold  
we hope you’ll consider keeping us on your calendar for when things 

open up.  In the mean time, please consider joining us for one of our 
virtual zoom meetings!  

Coming Up 

The 2021 Project Linus National 
Knit and Crochet Along will be 

starting soon!  Signups will start in 
late February so keep an eye out on 
ProjectLinus.org for more details. 

We have added a book discussion 
zoom meeting every other month!  

Grab your stitching and join us 
March 29th at 7:00pm to discuss 

‘Anxious People’ by Fredrik 
Backman.  To be added to the email 

list for this and future book 
discussions, contact Karen. 

Fall and winter saw our 
crocheters participating in our 
chapter’s crochet along but we 
didn’t forget the quilters!  Keep 
your eye out for our quilt along 

starting in march!



from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL  60015


