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When Judi does Project Linus presentations she often shares stories she has heard about
recipients. One in particular emphasizes how there truly is a blanket for every child, and a
child for every blanket. The variety of blankets that come through our chapter are endless.
Colorful quilts that are pieced and appliquéd; yarn blankets that are knit and crocheted from
corner to corner or side to side; blankets made of fleece that have been tied or edged in
crochet. The one thing they all have in common though is that out there, somewhere, waiting
for them, is their child. One that loves kittens or one who’s favorite color is blue. A teen who
wants to cover their whole bed, or the infant who only knows that their blanket makes them
feel warm and safe. So the next time you start a blanket, whether it’s brown or pink, has
pictures of soccer balls or puppies, is quilted or knitted, know there is a child just waiting for
your creation. Oh, and the next time you see Judi, ask her about the little boy, his Project
Linus blanket, and his grandpa’s argyle socks.
karen

What’s happening at Gloria Dei !
Blanket Day

rsvp to judi
Saturday, May 12, 2018 & July 14, 2018 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
A day of fun and blanket making at the Gloria Dei Church. Bring your current
project and a bag lunch. Drinks and treats are provided.

tlc Day
rsvp to karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 05/16 & 06/13 & 07/11
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of processing incoming blankets as
well as giving a little tlc to those that might
need it.

Sit ’n Sew
rsvp to karen
The 3rd Monday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 05/21 & 06/18 & 07/16
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of cutting, sewing, pinning,
knitting, crocheting and quilting for Linus!

How Can You Get
Hold of Us?

Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

Join Us On May 22nd For A
Fleece Prep Day!
We have been blessed with a plethora
(yes, that’s a real word) of fleece and
are looking for help in preparing it for
blankets.
The church has kindly offered us
space, the morning of May 22nd,
starting at 9:00 to turn our raw fleece
into skip-stitched pieces for crocheting.
We will be cutting fleece to blanket
size, squaring up the edges and skipstitching. Please contact Penny if
you’re interested in joining us.

chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage@comcast.net
nursegale50@att.net

what else is happening?
buffalo Grove!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
questions? contact Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
upcoming dates:
05/07 & 06/04 & 07/02
450 McHenry Road
Buffalo Grove
An evening of knitting, crocheting
and conversation. This event is
also a fundraiser so come for
dinner (be sure to say ‘Project
Linus’ when ordering) and stay to
stitch!
Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
questions? contact Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates:
05/23 & 06/27 & 07/25
51 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove
A morning of knitting, crocheting
and conversation.

**Note: The California Pizza Kitchen event will
not meet on Memorial Day. ————>

Starbucks North is now the
Gurnee Sit ’n Stitch at McDonalds!
Starting Wednesday, May 2, 2018 our Wednesday
morning event is now meeting at McDonald’s,
6380 Grand Ave (Rt. 132) in Gurnee (right out in
front of Gurnee Mills, next to Taco Bell and Bakers
Square). Thanks to Roberta for doing the legwork
to find us a new location to better suit our needs!
The Supervisor, Gina, is excited to host us and we
should have plenty of room, just look for the
GREEN chairs!
Bring a project to work on, whether it be knitting,
crocheting, or quilting. We are happy to give
opinions and ideas, if asked.

Kevin Weasler, the owner of the Buffalo Grove
Culvers and his staff always make us very welcome.
He has recently opened a new location in
Lincolnshire at 405 Milwaukee Ave, just north of
Rte 22. Stop in and check out the new look!

Northbrook!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Starbucks
Questions? Contact Penny
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
upcoming dates: 05/16 & 06/20 & 07/18
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
1931 Cherry Lane, Northbrook
an evening of stitching, socializing,
and Starbucks!

California Pizza Kitchen
in Deer park!
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
questions? contact Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
upcoming dates: 06/25 & 07/23
20502 N. Rand Road, Deer Park
knitting, crocheting,conversation and
pizza! This event is also a fundraiser so
come for lunch and be sure to say
‘Project Linus’ when ordering.

Gurnee
Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds
rsvp to Roberta Alexander
robertai1999@att.net
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month
10:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 05/02 & 05/16,
06/06 & 06/20, 07/18 (no mtg on 7/4)
6380 Grand Ave., Gurnee
a morning of blanket making
for Linus! (fleece and yarn exchange
on 3rd wednesday only)

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
Fabric ‘Shopping’ Day - July 14th!
Recently a local fabric store closed its doors and our chapter was the fortunate recipient of bolts and bolts of
beautiful quilting fabric! The shelves at our storage facility are overflowing and while Penny and Judi love
admiring it in the storage bins, they would rather be ooohing and aaaahing over wonderful blankets.
So…..we want to pass that fabric on to our blanketeers!! We will be bringing most of it to our July 14th Blanket
Day and it will be a grand “shopping” adventure where the price is right….you won’t have to take out your wallet
in order to fill your bags with fabric!
On the other hand, you won't find a skein of yarn on the storage shelves. It seems we rarely receive a donation
of yarn and so many of our blanketeers crochet and knit. If you would like to help fill up some bins with new
skeins of washable yarn (no wool), we would really appreciate it as will our stitchers!!

Buffalo Grove High School’s 3rd year with
Project Linus
Our partnership was inspired by my daughter's experience with a Project
Linus blanket she received for a procedure. I was overwhelmed with the
impact a blanket could make, and excited to see how such a tangible effort
can touch the lives of children facing such a variety of circumstances. As
such, our Boys' Volleyball program started our Serve to Serve competition
in which athletes raise money as they compete to serve the volleyball in
an effort to support our greater cause to serve our community. This year, our players and families came together
to make over 40 blankets. After our Hirst year doing this project as a volleyball program, our administration
asked if we could incorporate this effort into our BG Gives Back service day at Buffalo Grove High School. During
this service day, our entire building (staff and students) set
apart 2 hours of the school day to participate in a multitude of
service projects both off campus and on campus. For the second
year in a row, we had over 120 students gather together at BGHS
during that time to make over 120 blankets. It was an
extraordinary event and I'm so encouraged by the service and
heart of our students. On behalf of our Boys' Volleyball program
and the BGHS staff and students, we thank Project Linus for the
vision and compassion you provide for children in our
community!!

PL Mystery Challenge quilt contest

Drivers Needed!
Looking for a unique way to
help out our chapter? We are in
need of delivery drivers to
escort the blankets on the last
part of their journey, to the
hospitals and agencies we
serve. Contact Judi if you have
any questions or are interested
in helping in this area.

Several of our blanketeers participated in last year’s PL Mystery Challenge
quilt contest, “Exploring the world with Ethan” In total, 1,378 people
participated in the challenge, raising over $30,000 for Project Linus.
If you’d like to join in the fun, this year’s mystery
challenge blanket contest will begin in June and will
run through August. Please be sure to list our
chapter when you register, North and Central
Chicagoland.
There is also a facebook page, Project Linus
Mystery Quilt and if you sign up for the group, you
can ask questions, post photos of your squares,
share hints and get help.

links for Linus
Did you know Project Linus has ‘Linus Love Notes’ on
youtube? These are short videos featuring thank you notes
they have received. Check out the latest one here:
youtube.com/watch?v=0-ywG-rtBUA

The Joann Discount cards are
expiring at the end of May. They are
replacing this VIP program with a
new one called Joann+. This is an
entirely new program with diﬀerent
sales and discount opportunities. For
information, visit:
https://plus.joann.com/?
utm_campaign=VIP&utm_content=
&utm_medium=web&utm_source=j
oann&utm_term=discontinue
If you’d like to sign up, contact
Penny for our chapter information.

Ready to try a
new crocheted
edging?
daisyfarmcrafts.c
om/crochetpuff-edge-stitch/

The Quilts of Ken Burns

youtube.com/watch?v=tdlRU5B3YsM
I really wish I had know about this to
share earlier but enjoy the film
regarding this amazing collection. An
incredible man and his love of quilts
and their history.
You can also view the exposition here:
quiltstudy.org/exhibitions/
nowshowing/kenburns/

I think we need some
Tailorbirds at Project
Linus meetings!

Check out our updated website!!
We’re excited to announce a new feature on our website.
There is now a page where you can access all the
patterns that have appeared in our newsletters since
2014 . They can be found on a new tab called PATTERNS
under the new heading of PATTERNS & LINKS. Fleece,
crochet, quilt, and knit patterns are all there in one place.
Go take a look. You might Vind an old favorite or a new
one to try. projectlinuschicago.com/patterns

Snoopy and the Red
Baron Lands in
Elmhurst
elmhursthistory.org/
CivicAlerts.aspx?
AID=129

youtube.com/watch?
v=QQMYpzbQIDA

The Magic Yarn Project
transforming young cancer patients into
Disney inspired princesses
youtube.com/watch?
v=mLuieDWZZqY&feature=youtu.be

Project Linus’ Theme Song is Covered in Love
You can hear it on You Tube at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUAw2bSjSvg

Send your
e-mail
address to
Judi and
receive your
stitch ’n
times
electronically!

PROJECT LINUS-NORTH & CENTRAL CHICAGOLAND CHAPTER
Blanket Pattern 45 ♥ Knit
Providing Security Through Handmade Blankets for Children- A 100% volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3) charitable organization
Chapter Coordinators – Judi Goldman – 847.498.3987 & Penny Gidd - 847.521.0672
637 Charlemagne, Northbrook, IL 60062
Chapter website: www.projectlinuschicago.com e-mail: linuschicagoland@gmail.com

Patchwork Knitted Blanket
APPROXIMATE SIZE: 35" x 40"
YARN: 4-ply
GAUGE: 5 stitches = 1 inch
Cast on 25 stitches.
Knit every row for 5” until you have a 5”
square.
Change color and knit for 5”.
Repeat until you have a strip 7 squares tall.
Make 8 strips in different color order.
Whip stitch or crochet strips together.
Single Crochet around sides, adjusting number of stitches so
edges stay smooth.
Bind off.

P45.SP.18.K12

PROJECT LINUS-NORTH & CENTRAL CHICAGOLAND CHAPTER
Blanket Pattern 46 ♥ Fleece
Providing Security Through Handmade Blankets for Children- A 100% volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3) charitable organization
Chapter Coordinators – Judi Goldman – 847.498.3987 & Penny Gidd - 847.521.0672
637 Charlemagne, Northbrook, IL 60062
Chapter website: www.projectlinuschicago.com e-mail: linuschicagoland@gmail.com

Karen’s Mock Popcorn
Foundation Row:
With right side of fleece facing you, join yarn
with a slip-stitch in any hole but the corner
hole.
Ch 1. *( Sc in next hole, ch 1).
Repeat from * until the corner hole turning
fleece edging under as you go.
Work 3 sc in the corner hole then ch 1.
Continue with sc, ch 1 around the blanket working 3 sc in
each corner hole.
Join to first chain with a slip-stitch.
Rnd 2: Ch 1, Turn, 1 sc in next chain 1 space. * 1 trc in next
sc. 1 sc in next chain 1 space. Repeat from * around the
blanket. Join with a slip-stitch to first sc. Finish off.
Legend: rnd= round
sc= single crochet

ch= chain
trc= triple crochet

P46.SP.18.F11

just for fun!
These cookies were a huge hit at tlc day! Thanks so much to Meredith Brooks for sharing the recipe!

Oatmeal Lace Cookies
1/2 cup unsalted butter (Kerrygold recommended)
1 cup packed dark brown sugar
2 tbs all-purpose flour
2 tsps vanilla extract
1/2 tsp kosher salt
1 large egg
1 1/2 cups thick-cut rolled oats (or substitute regular rolled oats)
Preheat the oven to 350F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.
Melt the butter and sugar together in a pan over medium heat (or in a glass bowl in the microwave), stirring
frequently, until the butter and brown sugar melt into a thick brown paste.
Remove from heat and stir in the flour, vanilla, and salt. Set aside for 10 minutes to cool.
Once the liquid has cooled (it’s OK if it is still warm, just not piping hot), add the egg and mix with a fork until
incorporated. Add the oats and stir until well distributed.
Spoon 1 tbs of the batter onto the baking sheet, leaving about 2 inches or more of space between each one. Use
the back of a spoon to spread each cookie into a very thin circle.
Bake in the oven for 8 minutes or until the edges of the cookies start to turn dark golden brown. Remove from the
oven and let the cookies cool completely on the parchment paper. The cookies should peel easily from the
parchment.
Judi was shopping at Sunset and met one of our blanketeers. After
chatting for a few minutes, she showed Judi her shopping
list....."canned vegetables (especially peas!) for Blanket Day." Judi
was so touched that Project Linus was in her heart even on a trip to
the grocery store. Remember to bring non-perishable food items to
our events for Gloria Dei's Giving Table.
Like yarning in unusual
places?
Here’s Nira Carmeli
utilizing 'leftover
scraps' of simply soft
yarn, knitting for Linus
inside a Cessna-172

Have you finished all of your Project
Linus blankets and want a little time
away from cleaning the kitchen? Want
to have a “stay-cation” in Chicago?
How about a weekend in downtown
Chicago at the historic Palmer House.
We are raffling a two-night stay at
Palmer House!!! One ticket will be $5
and 5 tickets for $20 (yep, one for free!!) You can purchase
the tickets at any Project Linus event or call Judi at
847-498-3987. We will announce the winner at our
Appreciation Tea in August. The winner need not be present.

People Knitting: A
Century of
Photographs
When women posed
with their knitting in
the earliest
nineteenth-century
photographs, it
demonstrated their
virtue and skill as
homemakers. Later,
knitting became
fashionable among the wealthy as a sign of
culture and artistic ability. During the two
world wars, images
of nurses, soldiers,
prisoners, and even
knitting clubs
composed of very
serious small boys—
all with heads bent
down, intent on
knitting items
(especially socks) for
the troops—abounded.
Check out this
wonderful compilation
today!

thanks to all of you!
I want to say thank you so very much for the fleece blanket my son
received in the hospital. My 2 year old son was in the PICU at
Lutheran general hospital because of breathing problems and while we
were there i told the nurses that he likes dinosaurs. They then brought
him a dinosaur fleece blanket from the Linus project and he loved it.
He was pointing to the dinosaurs on the blanket and he slept with it
every night. It made my whole family so happy when he got the
blanket. It was so warm and soft and It brought a smile to all of our
faces during such a hard, sad time for us. Our son is doing a lot
better now and still loves his dinosaur fleece blanket. From the bottom

Dear Judi and Penny,
Thank you so much for the gift of the lovely
blanket that was waiting for us at the Ronald
McDonald House!
What a treasure it will be as a happy reminder
that people we don’t even know are caring for
little ones during very difficult times.
I wish you could have seen the excitement on
my granddaughter’s face when she saw what
was in the bag.
Many thanks to all who make this possible!

of our hearts thank you thank you thank you!

My daughter just received a
GORGEOUS crocheted blanket
while at Evanston Hospital. Even
though she’s a “big” girl - almost
16!- she was so grateful and
touched to receive a blanket. As
someone who likes to toy with
knitting she also appreciates the
workmanship. Thank you so
much!

Hello,
My son received a
blanket when he was at
Evanston Hospital for
appendix related
issues. It was a very
stressful time and it
was so lovely to receive
something handmade.
What a lovely program.
Thanks so much.

My son would
like to t h ank
yo u f or t he
quil t he go t
whe n he h ad
to ge t s t i tche s
las t nigh t. He
he ld i t all
nigh t long.

Thank you for such a
kind gift to the
Northwestern hospital.
It has been such a
great gift to my son
that has been in so
much pain and sadly
threw up all over his
own. God bless you all that
make these gorgeous blankets.

I just wanted to say thank you for
making the fleece blanket my son
received during a recent emergency
room visit. It lifted his spirits
immediately and now that he's feeling
better, he still loves the blanket,
sleeping with it and playing with it
often.

My daughter was recently admitted to the hospital for 3 days due to diagnosis
of type 1 diabetes. She was very sick at that time. No blankets or clothes
were brought as it was an unexpected hospitalization. Her face lit up when
she received a flaming tie blanket. 4 months later it is still near and dear to
her heart and she sleeps with it every night. It gave her such comfort that day
she received it. Thank you!

Just wanted to send you guys a message of thanks! I received a Project Linus blanket two years ago...I
never felt more like a lost child then the morning by mom suddenly passed away. The responders brought
me that blanket and I clung to it for weeks. It took me a while to even discover the tag and your
organization. I definitely plan on donating soon! I felt I needed to share with you just what a difference
that small blanket was for me. You're a fantastic organization and I wish you all the best!

until next time…
Our Kids Helping Kids program started in 2001 with a girl scout troop in Elgin. Since then,
over 70,000 kids have participated by making fleece blankets and decorating muslin
squares. Last week, I had the most fun presenting Project Linus to my 7-year old grandson,
Parker’s first grade class in Boulder, CO. He was absolutely thrilled that his “Nana” was

coming to school and I’ll never forget looking into the group of kids and seeing my grandson!
During the presentation, we showed Parker’s “bravery blanket” that he received when he had
his tonsils out 2 years ago. It was sent by Barb McLean, our Project Linus coordinator from
Idaho. Her thoughtfulness shined through when she used Denver Broncos fleece for his blanket. The kids were full of
questions and great ideas of what to draw on their squares. As always, I finished my presentation with—-“you are going to
use your imaginations to figure out what to draw, your hands to do the drawing and what is the most important part of your
body you will be using?” Every time I ask that question, the kids always get it right—-their hearts!

Last night, my son, Josh, got a call from the mom of one of Parker’s friends asking about his surgery. It took Josh a bit to
figure out that the friend thought Parker’s surgery was now instead of 2 years ago! Most importantly though, Parker’s friend
heard the message of PL blankets—-give comfort to children who need a blanket “hug,” He must be a pretty special friend!

This picture is a group of individuals
with varying disabilities called the
“Difference Makers.” This caring and
inspirational group of individuals meet
every other Tuesday to complete
hands-on projects that will be donated
to organizations that their peers
choose. We chose Project Linus and
decided to make the blankets because
of the impact these blankets might
have on those receiving them. We
hope that those receiving our blankets
love them as much as we enjoyed
making them!

From the class of 2018 at St. Benedict Preparatory School
What we first did was make sure that we are following the rules
of what the staff from Project Linus described to us. After
reviewing what each blanket should look like, we understood the
importance of paying attention to our work so each blanket was
made perfectly. We as a class split into different stations to
help move the process along fast and efficient, we separated into
five different groups. The first group helped to cut the huge
blanket into the right length. The second group cut out the four
corners (4-inch by 4-inch squares). The third group measured out
the lines for the ties and the fourth groups cut those lines.
Finally, the fifth group tied the lines into the knots. Lastly, we
folded them up and we sent them to
Project Linus. We made 24 blankets to
donate to the kids in 2 days! We were
all proud of working together to create
these comforting blankets for children
in hospitals. Thank you, Project Linus,
for allowing us to help!

Blanketeer Appreciation Tea
This year’s annual Appreciation Tea will be held on Saturday August 25th! Reservations are required and will
be accepted beginning in July.
This year’s theme is GIRLS and we hope everyone has started working on their challenge blanket entry.
Remember, blankets can be quilted, knitted, crocheted or fleece and you can enter in more than one category.
We’d love you to turn in your blankets to Judi or Penny as soon as you have them ready and be sure to
include your name and a note that says it's your challenge blanket. All of the blankets entered will go
through for donation at the next PL event and will soon be comforting a child.
** Please note, other incoming blankets for donation should be brought to the September tlc or blanket day.

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

