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Last weekend, fellow blanketeer Dianna Sharma and I attended an event to celebrate our love
of reading. We had meals with authors, played bingo and jeopardy, and did things with spoons
and hula hoops I’m not going to go into here. Since some of our activities involved listening to
speakers, we also sat quietly, crocheting for Linus. I know I’ve encouraged you all before to
talk about your Linus activities in public but I’ve just got to mention it again. From our
crocheting we ended up having conversations with a woman who donated her kidney to her
best friend (it was an amazing story!), a crochet pattern designer (who has offered one of
her patterns for us to share) and prayer shawl knitters (who live nearby and we’re in the
process of recruiting for Linus!). So with all of the things going on around us every day, I
can’t urge you enough to share your work and your love of Linus wherever you go. The people
you meet will remind you of how much good there really is in our world.
karen

What’s happening at Gloria Dei !
Blanket Day

rsvp to judi

Saturday, May 11, 2019 & July 13, 2019 9:00 am - 1:30 pm

1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
A day of fun and blanket making at the Gloria Dei Church. Bring your current
project and a bag lunch. Drinks and treats are provided.
tlc Day
rsvp to karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 1:30pm
upcoming dates: 05/08 & 06/12 & 07/10
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
Pack a bag lunch and join us for a day of
processing incoming blankets as well as
giving a little tlc to those that might need it.
Sit ’n Sew
rsvp to karen
The 3rd Monday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 05/20 & 06/17 & 07/15
1133 Pfingsten Rd, Northbrook, IL
a morning of cutting, sewing, pinning, knitting,
crocheting and quilting for Linus!

How Can You Get Hold of Us?
Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage84@gmail.com
nursegale50@att.net

A Good Problem To Have!
We have been receiving so
many blankets that tlc day has
been lasting long past lunch
time for the past several
months. To help get these
blankets processed and in the
hands of the children, we have
decided to extend tlc day to
1:30. Everyone is invited to
bring a lunch and enjoy their
fellow blanketeers' company
while refueling. As with all of
our events, if you can’t make it
the entire time, we’d love to
have you join us when you can.

what else is happening?
buffalo Grove!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
questions? contact Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
upcoming dates: 05/06 & 06/03 & 07/01
450 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove
An evening of knitting, crocheting
and conversation. This event is
also a fundraiser so come for
dinner (be sure to say ‘Project
Linus’ when ordering) and stay to
stitch!

Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
questions? contact Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates:05/22 & 06/26 & 07/24
51 McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove
A morning of knitting, crocheting
and conversation.

Gurnee
Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds
rsvp to Beth Leffelman
bleffelman@yahoo.com
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each
month
10:00am to 12:00pm
upcoming dates: 05/01 & 05/15,
06/05 & 06/19,
07/03 & 07/17
6380 Grand Ave., Gurnee
a morning of blanket making for
Linus!
(fleece and yarn exchange on 3rd
wednesday only)

Northbrook!
Sit ‘N Stitch at Starbucks
Questions? Contact Penny
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
upcoming dates: 05/15 & 06/19 & 07/17
===> 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm <===
1931 Cherry Lane, Northbrook
an evening of stitching, socializing,
and Starbucks!
Due to our starbucks location
closing earlier, our times for this
event have changed. We invite you to
join us at Starbucks anytime
between 6:00 pm to 8:00pm.

California Pizza Kitchen
in Deer park!
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
questions? contact Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
upcoming dates: 05/28 & 06/24 & 07/22
** Note Date Change for May **
20502 N. Rand Road, Deer Park
knitting, crocheting,conversation and
pizza! This event is also a fundraiser so
come for lunch and be sure to say
‘Project Linus’ when ordering.

The 2019 Appreciation
Tea is Saturday
August 24th! Mark
your calendar and
remember to make a
reservation with Judi
starting in July.

Frequently Asked Questions About This Year’s Appreciation Tea Challenge Blanket Contest:

What are the New Categories This Year?
There are six of them! The Sweetest blanket - The blanket a teen would take to college The Best Teen Girl Blanket - The Best Teen Boy Blanket - The Cuddliest Blanket - Best in Show
Do I need to enter my blanket in a specific category?
No! Just clip your name and the word “Challenge” on your blanket and give it to any event hostess before the
tea or bring it early the morning of the tea. Voters will choose which is their favorite in each category.
What size should I make a blanket for a teen?
Blankets should be at least 50” x 72”.
Can I enter six blankets and try to sweep the categories?
You can enter as many blankets as you would like but you can only win in one category.

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
It’s Happening at Pﬁzer!
Fundraising is a necessary task for all non-proﬁts and can some7mes be a challenge.
When the Pﬁzer Corpora7on oﬀered us an opportunity to earn a grant from them again
this year, we immediately signed up. The grant process included a full day mee7ng at
their facility in Lake Forest and several follow up conference calls. We met many of the
representa7ves of the other par7cipa7ng chari7es. We were amazed at the variety of
good works that are done on a daily basis by these non-proﬁts. Each charity is able to
host one or two events which could be held at the Pﬁzer campus or at an outside
venue. Our chapter will be hos7ng an event on June 6th at Pﬁzer and on July 13th at
our regular Blanket Day. All of this prepara7on led up to an event they call Volunteer
Expo. Each charity had a booth display with the purpose of en7cing Pﬁzer colleagues to
sign up for your event. Judi and I, along with two blanketeers talked to so many
wonderful people with a very posi7ve response. We have 44 Pﬁzer colleagues coming
to our June 6th event. Many of them created a picture
on muslin for a Kids Helping Kids blanket which will be
displayed at both of our events. On June 6th, we plan
on having them ﬁx double ﬂeece blankets, assemble
Kids Helping Kids quilt kits and other needed tasks. It is
a win-win situa7on---we will get many tasks completed,
earn a generous grant , and we will begin delivering
blankets to two of the non-proﬁts that we connected
with through the Pﬁzer mee7ngs.

The JOANN Smiles Rewards Program
As most of you are aware, Joann discontinued
the discount program we used to use as Project
Linus volunteers, but they now have a new
Smiles program. JOANN Smiles is a personalized
program in the JOANN’s app that's tailored to Fit
your own passions and interests. By completing
missions, you'll receive rewards crafted just for
you. Plus, you'll receive other special surprises
throughout the year.
JOANN Smiles members reap the beneFits with
personalized coupons & offers, bonus discount
days, birthday rewards, & special surprises.
Visit: https://www.joann.com/smiles/ to sign up!

Do you design your own blankets?
We’d love to share your original
patterns!
We see so many wonderful
blankets come through that are
not only beautiful but also
unique. So whether you knit,
crochet or quilt, we’d love you
to share your ideas. Just send
your written pattern and a
picture to jkgrage@comcast.net
and look for it in an upcoming
Stitch ’N Times!

links for Linus
Have you heard of Annie’s Caring Crochet Kit Club?

QUILTING MYTHS
When it comes to thread, technique,
sewing, and quilting, there's a lot of
hearsay and myths which are passed to
each other. Some are propagated
purposely due to a financial motivation
(such as mislabeling products), others
by misinformed professionals
including store sales staff and repair
technicians, and most by innocent
people just passing on what they have
heard. Click here to find the top five
myths and the corresponding facts to
prove their fallacy.
tinyurl.com/y3jevft2

This Club is a monthly kit subscription that includes all
the instructions, patterns, and yarn you need to make
projects like chemo caps for cancer patients, blankets
for seriously ill and traumatized children, and many
more special projects sure to warm your heart!
Be sure to check out their Project
Linus Kit!
caringcrochetclub.com

Looking for a new Podcast?

Craftsanity: A podcast for those who love
everything handmade
craftsanity.com/category/podcasts/

The Friendship Bear Square
Written Pattern:
tinyurl.com/
y4sejaoe

Carnaval Puerto Serrano 2017
Just trust me on this one…

Youtube Videos:
tinyurl.com/
y2zuv7oy

youtube.com/watch?v=UYtVYNhZUYQ

This Professor Teaches
Advance Mathematics
Through Knitting

The Detroit Free Press made..
sewing machines?
tinyurl.com/y45797d4

https://tinyurl.com/
y5rq4j2u

It’s never too early to start crocheting for
next winter..
tinyurl.com/y5ktvk62

Send your e-mail address to Judi and
receive your stitch ’n times
electronically!
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Crochet Hugs
Row 1: join in any hole other than a corner. Ch 1. Do one sc
in the hole to the right of the starting hole. Next do one
single crochet in the hole to the left of the starting hole. Now
do one sc in the starting hole.
* Going left, skip over the next hole and do one sc. Going
right, do one single crochet in the closest hole.
Repeat to corner hole. Do up to 2 extra sc in corner hole,
adjusting as needed to make the turn without stretching the
yarn too far.
Continue from * around the blanket. Join and finish off.
Additional rows can be added as desired.

Notes:
Every hole should have been used twice, causing an X
pattern to appear.
You may need to make your stitches a bit looser than
normal when going to the left or add a chain.
This works great as a single row using two strands of
complementary colors of baby or sport weight yarn.
Example of which hole to use:
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
hole hole hole hole hole hole hole hole hole
join in hole 2 and chain 1, one sc in hole 1, one sc in hole 3
next - one sc in hole 2, one sc in hole 4
next - one sc in hole 3, one sc in hole 5
next - one sc in hole 4, one sc in hole 6
next - one sc in hole 5, one sc in hole 7
You will be going back one then forward two.
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Geri’s Crayon Blanket

A Blanketeer favorite! Geri uses
primary or pastel colors.

APPROXIMATE SIZE: 36” x 46”
NEEDLES: size 11
YARN: 4-ply worsted, five colors plus black
Note: This blanket may be knit in Stockinette Stitch (K1 row, P1 row) or Garter
Stitch (knit every row)
Cast on 40 stitches for each crayon
With color, knit 16 rows.
With black, knit 4 rows.
With color, knit 4 rows.
With black, knit 4 rows.
With color, knit until work measures 25 inches.
With color, knit 16 rows.
With black, knit 4 rows.
With color, knit 4 rows.
With black, knit 4 rows.
With color, knit 16 rows.
Decrease one stitch at beginning of each row until 8 stitches remain, bind off on
wrong side.
Crochet 1 row sc around entire crayon.
Repeat for four other colors.
Sew together with black yarn.
P54.05.19.K14

just for fun!

Thanks so much Fay for sharing !!!! (both the recipe and the bars!)
Chocolate Macaroon Squares from Nestles Toll House Recipe Collection, c1987
Makes 2 dozen 2 inch squares
Topping:
1 14-ounce can sweetened condensed milk
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 egg
1 c (1 6ounce package) semi-sweet chocolate morsels 1 1/3 c flaked coconut
1 c chopped pecans
Base:
1 18 ½ ounce package, chocolate cake mix
1/3 c butter, softened (or melted) 1 egg
Topping:
In a large bowl, combine sweetened condensed milk , vanilla extract and 1 egg. Beat until well blended. Stir in
1 c coconut, 1 c pecans, and 1 c chocolate morsels. Set aside.
Base:
Preheat oven to 350° F. In a large bowl combine cake mix, 1 egg, and butter. Mix well, until crumbly. Press
into greased 9 x 13 inch baking pan. (Use parchment paper for ease in removing from pan).
Spread Topping over base. Sprinkle remaining 1/3 c coconut over top. Press down lightly. Bake at 350° F for 30
– 40 minutes. Note: Center may appear loose, but will set up on cooling.
Cool completely and cut into squares. Enjoy!

A recent study has indicated that yarns give off certain
pheromones that hypnotize women (and some men!) and
cause them to purchase ungodly amounts of yarn.
When stored in large quantities in enclosed spaces, the
pheromones in the yarn cause memory loss and induce
the "gathering syndrome", similar to the one squirrels
have before the onset of winter.
Sound tests have also revealed that these yarns emit a
very high-pitched sound heard only be a select few,
known as "stitchers". When played backward, the
sounds are heard as chants..."Buy me! Knit me!
Crochet me!" Furthermore, pheromones seem to cause
a pathological need to secret the yarn purchases away
when one takes them home and blend them into the
existing stash. When asked by a significant other if the
yarn is new, the reply is, "Oh, I've had it for a while!”
In order to overcome the so-called feeding frenzy
effect that these yarns cause, one must wear a face
mask when entering a yarn store, and use ear plugs to
avoid being pulled into their grip. It is also beneficial
to enter these yarn stores without the presence of cash
or credit cards.
Sad to say, the addictive qualities of this compulsive
behavior are cumulative, and are ameliorated only by
the purchase of more and more and more yarns.
No cure is known at this time....
Claire Gliddon
Sacramento Coordinator
PROJECT LINUS

A needle
and
thread
under an
electron
microscope..
no
wonder
it’s so
hard to
thread
that
needle!

thanks to all of you!
What a wonderful surprise to

Our daughter was recently in
the ped icu at Lutheran and
received a Project Linus
blanket. It was soft, beautiful
and comforting at a really tough
time. Thank you so much for
what you do.. it maters and it’s
appreciated.

receive such a lovely blanket on our
recent stay at Lutheran General!
Thank you and all of your talented
volunteers for giving us a new
favorite blanket.

I just wanted to reach out and say thank you to
you and your Blanketeers! My son received one of
your blankets when he was having a procedure at
Lurie this morning and it made his day. It means so
much to have such a fun, cuddly surprise in the
midst of things that are intimidating and sometimes
scary. Please know you are appreciated! Thank you
for all your hard work and love and for spreading
cheer!
Many thanks!
Please let them know how much they are
appreciated! I wish I could hug each volunteer. The
blanket was so very meaningful!

Hello! I just want to thank your
organization so much for the beautiful
quilts that were gifted to our 2 month old
foster baby boy twins. They received their
quilts in the hospital the day they came to
live with us a few weeks ago. We have used
the quilts ever since for play time and
tummy time! The bright colors combined
with softness make for great tactile and
visual stimulation for the babies. And, I
love that they will have these handmade
keepsakes forever!!! :)
Hello! My twins spent time in
the NICU and when they were
released to us they had the
most beautiful blankets! They
are now 6 months old and
their project Linus Blakets are
still their favorite:) just
wanted to say thank you and
we really enjoy them :)

Thank you to all the
Blanketeers! My daughter
had to have a procedure
done at RUSH this morning
and she received a blanket
from your organization. I
volunteer with Marlene’s
Angel Babies and we provide
gowns and other items for
babies born early, sleeping, or those
who are just visiting. She has helped
me make micro preemie hats before
and it hit home for her today that
people think of her too. Extra thank
you to whomever made this blanket!

15 years ago I received a blanket from y'all, and let
me tell you, at 4 years old I loved it with everything in
me. Now at 19 I still have it in my room and sleep
with it occasionally. I actually took it with me when I
had surgery at 16. I am so thankful for what you guys
do. You guys make things easier. I will always love my
blanket and I just wanted to thank you guys for doing
what you do, please never stop!

Thank you for being
such sweet
blessings! Your
blanket meant so
much to our
daughter during her
hospital stay. You
are true angels! God
bless!!

I just wanted to say thank
you for what you do! I am a
new, First time mom, and
my daughter was born 5
weeks premature. She had
to stay in the NICU for 10
days before coming home
with us, and we received a
Project Linus blanket from
a nurse there. It made my
husband and I feel so loved
and supported during that
difFicult time.

until next time…
Blankets For TAPS
The Tragedy Assistance Program for
Survivors (TAPS) offers
compassionate care to all those
grieving the loss of a loved one who
died while serving in our Armed
Forces or as a result of his or her
service. Since 1994, TAPS has
provided comfort and hope 24/7
through a national peer support
network and connection to grief
resources, all at no cost to surviving
families and loved ones. Every year
Project Linus chapters from around
the country help TAPS with their
annual Good Grief Camp. Our
chapter proudly sent 50 blankets in
March to add to the over 1000 they
have received.

..and just to end our newsletter with a
smile, here’s A Crocheted Hamburger Dress

If you want
others to be
happy, practice
compassion. If
you want to be
happy, practice
compassion.
- The
Fourteenth
Dalai Lama

Did you know that Project Linus has tribute
cards available?
A donation to our chapter of Project Linus of
$5 for each card would be greatly appreciated.
Contact Judi to order a tribute card at
847-498-3987.

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

