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Dear Blanketeers,
Time has had a way of shortening and lengthening. It seems like ages since
we were processing hundreds of blankets at TLC in March and yet it seems
like yesterday. We are cooking more, worrying about toilet paper, doing
puzzles and catching up on our reading. We have a new vocabulary--social
distancing, shelter in place, Zoom, coronavirus, Insta-cart, 6-feet apart, a new
normal and e-learning.
We've been dropped into a new and different world and yet some things stay
the same. Aspects of Project Linus remain the same--comforting children with handmade
blankets and providing a community service opportunity. As always, we are collecting and
processing blankets. Many hospitals could not accept blankets this month and most of the
agencies are temporarily closed. But we did deliver over 400 blankets in April. Not very many
for our busy chapter, but 400+ children were comforted by the blankets you created. Please
continue making those beautiful blankets. There will be so many children who will need to be
comforted by a Project Linus blanket when this is all over. We are trying to process the blankets
being dropped off so that we aren't inundated with a mountain of blankets when we can host
events again. We want to be ready to donate hundreds of blankets to children.
Project Linus events continue to be cancelled. We will let you know when we can meet again-you won't need an email or a phone call---you will hear us doing a "Happy Dance!" We are
looking forward to the days when we are delivering our usual 1,100 blankets in a month. Of
course, we are looking forward to seeing all of you, our dear blanketeers and our friends.
Take care of yourselves and your loved ones. Let us know if we can help you in any way.
And most of all....be safe.
Judi and Penny

Getting your blankets to us…
While most of our drop off sites are temporarily closed, we know you are still making
blankets and we are still accepting them! We ask that you don’t hold onto finished
blankets but please keep dropping them off for processing. We anticipate a great need
when everything starts to open up and we’d like to be able to hit the ground running!
You can drop off blankets at these homes:
Judi - 637 Charlemagne Drive, Northbrook

Marge - 3257 Prestwick, Northbrook

Penny - 14 Wakefield Court, Buffalo Grove

Roberta - 1999 Westfield Drive, Gurnee.

what else is happening?
PINS
We recently received the following emails--the first from a blanketeer and the second from our contact at a
major hospital in Chicago where we have donated blankets for many years.
"I was going to label a blanket that had been skip stitched but not crocheted. Got it home to
add to my “to do” stack & noticed a 2”, yellow head pin, right in the middle of an appliqué!"
"I wanted to pass along today we had a parent find a sewing needle in a blanket as it was being
used by a patient. We are so thankful for your continuous donations we just ask to have your
volunteers double and triple check their blankets when using needles on the blankets.”
Think about this when you are making a blanket----a pin in a blanket can turn a lovely gesture of comfort into a
terrible experience for a child & their family. We’ve said it many times before and most likely we’ll say it many
times again…
PLEASE MAKE SURE EACH BLANKET YOU CREATE IS FREE OF NEEDLES & PINS BEFORE YOU DONATE IT.!

Raﬄe Tickets!!
Get Your Raﬄe Tickets Here!!
It’s time to start dreaming of winning a
handmade quilt or an American girl doll! Tickets
for our annual fundraiser raﬄe are now on sale.
We can't sell them face to face right now but you
can still buy them. Simply fill out the form
indicating how many tickets for each item you'd
like and send it with a check made out to Project
Linus to:
Penny Gidd
14 Wakefield Court
Buﬀalo Grove, IL 60089
If you are in the area you can drop an envelope in the box on her front porch.
Cash is welcomed but not suggested to go through the mail. Be sure to clearly
print your name and contact information on the form. We will email you a
picture of your tickets.

Project Linus 2020 Raf3le
$1 each or 6 for $5
Name:
Phone Number: (

)

e-mail address:
Quilt
Amount included $

@

Doll

(Indicate how many of each)
Make checks payable to Project Linus

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
Right after we were told to Shelter in Place, we started to get calls to see if the
hospitals where we donate blankets would want masks for their staff. We
contacted 10 of the hospitals and they all thanked us but couldn’t accept
them. A week later, they were calling back and asking for masks. Although not
from Project Linus, this project seemed to touch people. They wanted to help
those tireless medical staff, police departments, hospice staff who are working so
hard to save lives. We requested masks from some blanketeers and soon masks
were filling the Project Linus basket. In one week, we donated 700+ masks to
hospitals, hospice units, and essential workers in the Lake County Courthouse. We even sent 3
masks to a little girl who turned 11 in April. Her cancer had returned and the masks would enable
her to walk around the block with her family. During this crazy time where we are home, these
masks have enabled us to feel we are helping just a tiny bit.
Masks are still needed. If you are interested in helping, there are many patterns out on the web, or
you can e-mail Judi and she will send one to you.

Running out of things to do?
You can pick up pieces of prepped fleece to make
Penny blankets at Penny’s, Gale’s, Roberta’s or
Marge’s houses. Call (or e-mail) them and let them
know when you are coming and they will put some
pieces on their porches. The price is right….FREE!

Pictures from Peggy Lubomski..
a beautiful blanket made by Peggy and a beautiful
butterJly made by her
granddaughter from Jleece
corners-a true PL blanketeer
who
doesn’t
waste a
thing!!!

I can't fix the world's problems,
but I will do what I can,
to make a difference where I am

Coming together is a beginning,
keeping together is progress,
working together is success.
Henry Ford

Help Us Stay in Contact!
While everyone is home doing some house
cleaning, Judi and Penny are doing some Linus
cleaning… of our blanketeer mailing list! It’s
important we have your current information, (such
as your e-mail address, mailing address, and
phone number) to keep in touch with you
regarding our events, important announcements
and sometimes even last minute changes. We also
keep track of birthdays so that we can celebrate
with you by sending a little note from your friends
at Linus.
If you have made any changes in the past few
years, we may not have your current information.
You can send any updated data to Judi via e-mail
or via snail mail (address in header of this
newsletter). Thanks so much for helping us keep
up to date. Judi looks forward to maintaining the
blanketeer list, it will get her out of cleaning her
closets.

links for Linus
What’s In A Name?
Can the title of an artwork influence your
perception or interpretation of that piece?
Explore quilts from the National Quilt Museum
collection and examine the individual artist's
intentions.
tinyurl.com/ybknxcrw

Philly’s newest
‘Little Free Library’
is Billed with yarn instead of books
tinyurl.com/yav4xk7l

How To Tell If Yarn is Wool Or Acrylic

In & Around Magazine
Featured Project Linus
tinyurl.com/y8fxwmfy

In case you were
wondering what to do
with that empty
chicken feed bag..
instructables.com/id/
Feed-Bag-Tote-Bag/

Looking for a New
Pattern?
Our website has many
patterns available but so
do many other Project
Linus Chapters! Check
out these from the Greater
Kansas City Chapter. You may
find a new one you love!
projectlinuskc.org/patterns

allfreecrochet.com/Tips-for-Crochet/How-toTell-if-Yarn-Is-Wool-or-Acrylic

A Teacher in 1876 Handcrafted
This Quilt to Help Teach
Astronomy to Her Class
Tired of binge watching
Tiger King on Netflix?
Check out the top 15 Knitting
Podcasts for 2020 !

tinyurl.com/
yantkeq3

blog.feedspot.com/
knitting_podcasts/
Send your e-mail address to Judi and receive your
stitch ’n times electronically!
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Puff Stitch Fleece Edge
Puff Stitch: yo, insert hook into stitch and pull up a loop,
(yo, insert hook into same st and pull up a loop) three
times, yo and pull through all 9 loops on hook.

Rnd 1: With right side of fleece facing you, join yarn with a slipstitch in any hole but the corner hole. ch 1, turning fleece edge under
as you go; * (Sc in next hole, ch 1).
Repeat from * until the corner hole. Work 3 sc in the corner hole, then
ch 1.Continue with sc, ch 1 around the blanket, working 3 sc in the
corner hole. Join to first chain with a slip-stitch.

Rnd 2: ch 2, starting in first st to the left of a corner stitch, Puff Stitch
in same st. *[ch 3, Puff Stitch in 3rd ch from hook, skip 1st, Puff Stitch
in next st] to corner st.
ch 3, Puff Stitch in 3rd ch from hook, Puff Stitch in corner st, ch 3,
puff stitch in 3rd from hook, Puff Stitch in next st;
rep from * around, omitting last Puff Stitch. join with slip st to first st.
fasten off.
Excerpted from Around the Corner Crochet Borders © by Edie Eckman, photography
© by John Polak Photography, used with permission from Storey Publishing.
P61.05.20.F15

PROJECT LINUS-NORTH & CENTRAL CHICAGOLAND CHAPTER
Blanket Pattern 62 ♥ Knit
Providing Security Through Handmade Blankets for Children- A 100% volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3) charitable organization
Chapter Coordinators – Judi Goldman – 847.498.3987 & Penny Gidd - 847.521.0672
637 Charlemagne, Northbrook, IL 60062
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Snowflake Blanket
SIZE: 38” x 45”
NEEDLES: Size 11 or size needed to obtain gauge
YARN: 4-ply worsted-- Note: use two strands of yarn together
GAUGE: 6 stitches=2 inches
Pattern is multiple of 2 st plus 1. Any uneven number works well.
Cast on 115 stitches.
Border: Knit first four rows then as follows:
Row 1: Right side: K 1, * with yarn in back, sl 1 as if to purl, K 1. Repeat from * across.
Row 2: K 1, *with yarn in front, sl 1 as if to purl, K 1. Repeat from * across.
Rows 3 and 4: K.
Repeat these four rows for pattern. Knit until desired length.
Knit 4 rows for border.
Bind off on wrong side.

P62.05.20.K16

just for fun!
Apple Sauce Cake (passed down to the Grages by Karen’s mother - it’s a comfort cake..)
1 3/4 cups flour
1 tsp baking soda 1 tsp cinnamon
1/2 tsp cloves
1/2 tsp salt
1/2 cup shortening
1 cup sugar
1 egg
1 cup unsweetened apple sauce
1 cup seedless raisins
Sift flour, measure and resift 3 times with soda, spices, and salt. Cream shortening well
and gradually blend in sugar. Beat in egg, then apple sauce. Add flour mixture gradually,
beating after each addition until well blended. Stir in raisins. Turn into a greased 8”
square pan and bake at 350º for 45 minutes. Apple sauce cake improves with age..

Processing blankets takes many hands and while
‘sheltering in place’ means we haven’t been able
to see all of you, we decided to enlist the help of
those we are able to see!
Meet our new blanketeers!!
They have been busy pinning, pressing, labeling,
tagging, bagging and delivering!

Mike Gidd

Jeff Goldman

Bruce Anderson
Joe Wilson

John Grage

With all the wonderful blankets you
are dropping off at Roberta
Alexander’s home, her house is
starting to look a lot like Judi’s!

thanks to all of you!
Thank you so much for the wonderful blanket
gifted to us at Rush Hospital. Our 8yr old, had to
go to Rush for emergency spinal surgery to
remove a tumor. Everything happened so fast, she
was very emotional and was in a lot of pain. Your
Koala blanket was waiting in a pile of goodies
after her surgery. While in the Pediatric ICU, the
only thing she could truly enjoy was the comfort
of your blanket. She would not be without it. It
helped her sleep and feel cozy, it covered her
wounds when she couldn’t look at them, it
protected her from conversations she wasn’t ready
to have and it kept her warm on her journey
home. At home now, 15 days post op, it still is with her
during her recovery and PT. A small thing but such a
comfort at an incredibly difficult time.
Thank you so much, what a fantastic service you provide
xx

My son & I would
love to thank you
all for his
beautiful new
blanket. He loves
it! He said, it’s
nice & cozy!!
He is now cuddled
up with his blanket
here at the
hospital still,
getting a good
night rest.
Your small gesture
means the world to
my son right now. He
said, “ Mom, this is
going to my favorite
blanket.” My son will
have something to show
for his first time in
the hospital story
when he’s older. Thank
you again for the
bottom of our hearts.

My 10 month old son received a
Project Linus blanket when he
was born and in the NICU for 34
days. He loves his Afghan so
much! Thank you so much!!!!

When my mother was home on hospice, my 2
sons each received a Project Linus blanket.
One was cat in the hat and the other was
dinosaurs. They watched their grammy pass
from Cancer. It was such a sweet thing for
them to receive during a difficult time.
My children received Linus blankets after a Jire
ripped through our community. My oldest took hers
to college with her, the only blanket she has ever
been attached to. ! Thank you!

I wanted to write to personally thank you for the
blanket that my youngest daughter received while
she was at Condell. It is absolutely beautiful and she
loves it. She is 6 months old and absolutely loves the
colors and design. I don’t currently have a picture of
the whole blanket because she is snuggled up with it.
It is of a farm design and makes me think of back
home. Thank you again and I am very appreciative!
Stay safe during this time and stay blessed.

until next time…
All of our events are currently canceled
we hope you’ll consider keeping us on your calendar for when things
open up. Keep an eye on our web site for the most up to date
information regarding meeting dates. In the mean time, please consider
joining us for one of our virtual zoom meetings!

Blanket Day

Hostess: judi

2nd Saturday of Odd numbered months - 9:00 - 1:30 pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
Hostess: Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds
Hostess: Beth Leffelman
bleffelman@yahoo.com
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday each month
10:00am to 12:00pm

Do you zoom?
“Zoom provides videotelephony and
online chat service through a cloudbased peer-to-peer software
platform and is used for
teleconferencing, telecommuting,
distance education, and social
relations.”

tlc Day
Hostess: karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 1:30pm

Sit ‘N Stitch at Starbucks
Hostess: Penny
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Sit ’n Sew
Hostess: karen
rd
The 3
Monday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
Hostess: Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
Hostess: Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm

How Can You Get
Hold of Us?

Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

In other (much more understandable
words) zoom lets us meet (and lets us
look a little like the brady bunch)! It
is virtual, but we still get to chat,
share what we’re working on, and in
one recent zoom meeting, learn how
to cut our unruly bangs!
Most of our hostesses are working
on holding zoom meetings, some at
the same times as our regular
events. If you’re interesting in
participating, contact your hostess
via e-mail or phone and let them know
you’d like the zoom invite! If you
haven’t tried zoom yet, but would like
to, let us know and we’ll try to help
you get started! Hope to ‘see’ you all
soon!
847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage84@gmail.com
nursegale50@att.net

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

