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I’ve spent a lot of time ‘zooming’ with many of you over the last year and every
meeting, in its own way, has warmed my heart. Our virtual get togethers didn't dwell
on what we've missed in the last 14 months, but what we’ve gained. We've shared how
we’ve taken foreign language courses, learned to play instruments, tried new knit and
crochet patterns and brought out that seldom used instant pot. We’ve talked about
learning new quilting techniques, trying new recipes and crafts, and staying in touch
with friends and family virtually. So as that light at the end of the tunnel gets
brighter, I have to thank each and every one of you for making every day during this
journey brighter. Not just for me, but for other blanketeers and of course, with your
talents, for the children of Project Linus.
Karen
Getting your blankets to us…
We can’t thank you enough for continuing to make beautiful blankets for Project Linus! We are
missing everyone and anxious to see you, however in person meetings are still on hold. We have been
told many times that making blankets has kept you sane during this crazy time but we want you to
know, it has also enabled us to be to fill the many requests we’re receiving from the hospitals and
agencies we serve. Remember - don't keep finished blankets at home! Bring them to us for
processing so we’re ready as those requests roll in! You can drop off blankets at these homes:
Judi - 637 Charlemagne Drive, Northbrook
Marge - 3257 Prestwick, Northbrook
Penny - 14 Wakefield Court, Buffalo Grove
Roberta - 1999 Westfield Drive, Gurnee.
This is the One
by Penny

Pin checking. I attack the task with less than full enthusiasm. It's not one I like to do I'll admit, but know when taken on, it must
be done well and with the utmost care. So I tell myself, "This is the one", the blanket where I will find a pin. It refocuses my mind
and sets my determination as I start checking each new blanket.
Now I don't want to find a pin and quite frankly hope never to find one. They hurt when discovered after all. But if I don't, does
that mean I didn't do the job well enough and the little bugger got past me? How would I feel if a child discovered it, or worse if it
hurt a baby who could not say why they were crying.
I am always impressed by the women who so willingly take on the task when we meet at the church. They are the last line of
defense between a wayward pin and a child. Do they understand the immensity of the job? Do the others in the room realize
what an important job these women are doing? And they stand for hours in the same spot yet they are always wearing a smile.
My heroes!
Pins have been found in blankets that we have donated to hospitals. Luckily not very many. Still it breaks our hearts to hear of it
and it is a continual nightmare for Judi. If every blanketeer could hear her tell the story of a crying baby and the pin found after
hours of crying they would never own a pin much less leave it in a blanket.
Now for the pins side of things, they do provide a necessary function when sewing/quilting a blanket. Still it would be great if
sewers could count how many pins they have and verify the number after every quilt, like a surgeon accounts for everything they
use to fix you up. It's so easy to have a blanket brush across a surface and have a pin stick to it. Not the pins fault, just going
along for the ride.
This is why we don't allow blanketeers to use pins when sewing on labels at the church. We provide the needle and thread and
expect them back when finished. Luckily, sewing labels on straight is not required.
So now it's a year since we were able to work together at the church to process blankets. I'm working at home, labeling and yes,
pin checking blankets. I will continue to tell myself "This is the one" and hope I got it right.

what’s happening?
Fleece 101
Over the years, we have seen a dramatic increase in the number of 6leece blankets that are donated to Project
Linus. These soft blankets are made from 6leece that is sometimes called Anti-Pill or Blizzard. The children
love the patterns which often re6lect their interests, and the blankets are so snuggly.
The hospitals and agencies that we support request that we donate 6leece blankets made from a single layer
of 6leece, not doubled. They say that the doubled blankets are too bulky to store and too hot for the children.
Through our instructions for making 6leece blankets and blanket guidelines on our website, we have worked
hard to inform our blanketeers of this preferred way of making blankets. More and more, we are receiving
single layer blankets which are made by tying a knot on each piece of fringe or crocheting around the edge.
Yay, Team!!
Our best efforts have hit a snag with a new type of extremely thin 6leece which is sold in special 6leece kits or
in discount stores. Judi says, “Blankets made using a single layer of this thin 6leece won’t be cuddly or provide
the warmth that you expect from a blanket.” Our rule of single layer 6leece blankets just doesn’t work with
this thin 6leece. Since we never waste anything, we have been trying to come up with solutions to be able to
utilize these thin 6leece kits. Here are a few suggestions:
Skip stitch two pieces together and crochet around them as if they were one piece of 6leece.
Envelope* two layers of thin 6leece.
Envelope a layer of thin 6leece with a quilt top.
Use the thin 6leece as quilt batting, adding it between a quilt top and bottom.
Bind two pieces of thin 6leece with cotton fabric. Add spot quilting to the center as with enveloping.
Any of these methods will result in warm cozy blankets. We’d love you to put on your thinking caps and use
your imaginations to come up with more ideas of how we can create beautiful Project Linus blankets with
thin 6leece. Send us your thoughts and we will share them with all our blanketeers!

*Envelope instructions—Start with two pieces of
6leece that are the same dimensions. Place 6irst piece,
right side up on large surface. Place other piece, right
side down, on top of 6irst piece, matching edges. Pin
layers together. Sew 1/4” seam around all edges of
blanket, removing pins as you sew, leaving a 7”
opening. Turn right sides out.
Topstitch 1/8 seam around edge of
blanket to quilt pieces together and
close the opening. Add additional
quilting to the center to keep the two
pieces from separating.

Great tip found in a back issue
of Threads Magazine! ——>

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
For Our Quilters
To Mark or not to Mark
One of the saddest things I have to do is reject an otherwise lovely
blanket because marking lines won’t come off. We mark lots of
things when we are creating; where to cut or stitch are just a
couple of them. Choosing a marking tool is an important decision
in the process.
First and foremost be sure you choose a marking tool that is meant
for fabric. Dry erase marker and kid’s washable markers are NOT.
The products for marking fabric come in many forms. You can find
markers that disappear in air, markers that need water to be
removed, chalk in pencils, wheels, or blocks, pounce powder and
the old fashioned tracing paper. A very important element when
deciding which marking tool to reach for is- how are the marks
removed. Read the manufactures directions carefully! One aspect that many have in common is that heat
sets the color, making it nearly impossible to remove. The exceptions of course are the iron off pens and iron
off pounce powder.
You may also decide not to mark at all. Perhaps a wiggly quilt line will be a better choice than a difficult to
remove marking line. Whatever method you choose, please be sure that all markings have been completely
removed before donating your blanket. The kids we serve deserve the best we can give!
Thanks for all you do!
Roberta

One hundred years from now-it will not matter what kind
of car I drove, what kind of house I lived in, how much
money I had in my bank account, nor what my clothes
looked like. But the world may be a little better because I
was important in the life of a child.
Margaret Fishvack Powers

Looking to keep your knitted or
crocheted squares organized while you
attach them or have to move them? Try
Gale Cook’s idea of pinning them to a
sheet in the order you would like them!

Looking to use up those small
yarn leftovers? Try this afghan,
half double crochet through
the back loop throughout!
Great stash buster! (Posted on
the Project Linus Volunteers
Facebook Group.)

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”
~Elizabeth Andrew

links for Linus
Song Quilts
An episode of Fiber Nation - A
Podcast Uncovering the Tales
of Textiles, Craft, and Culture
tinyurl.com/34656vc7

Love making crocheted
squares but not joining
them? Check out Edie
Eckman’s book ‘Connect
the Shapes - Crochet
Motifs’
tinyurl.com/rf4ybrwa

PENPALOOZA
An initiative started to
help us stay in touch while
we needed to stay apart.
goodnewsnetwork.org/
rachel-syme-penpalooza/

Scrap Management For
Quilters
If you haven’t seen Karen
Brown’s (from Just Get It
Done Quilts) videos and
hints, here’s a fun place
to start! Karen helps
with scrap management ideas as well as
block ideas you can make with your scraps.

From book themed knitting
patterns to audiobooks to enjoy
while knitting, check
out Bookriot’s
Knitting Archives
bookriot.com/tag/
knitting/

Looking for ‘Perfect For Kids’ Quilt
Inspiration!
Check out Sew
Fresh Quilts!
etsy.com/shop/
SewFreshQuilts

quiltingdigest.com/keep-scraps-undercontrol-with-10-easy-blocks/
Send your e-mail address to Judi and
receive your stitch ’n times
electronically!

Need To Match Different Yarns?
Standard Yarn Weights explained by the
Craft Yarn Council.
craftyarncouncil.com/standards/yarnweight-system

Check out this adorable
Corner to Corner Variation at
Maria’s Blue Crayon!
mariasbluecrayon.com/
2020/04/crochet-c2c-siltblanket-pattern.html
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Windows In The
Greenhouse
Tip : Cut off the points on all four corners before starting to crochet
the border.
Row 1: Join with a slip stitch in the 2nd hole from the corner. Sc, ch 1
in every hole around the blanket except for the four corners. In the
hole in the center of each corner, sc, ch 1 three times. Join.
Row 2: Note: the chain space of row 1 counts as a stitch.
Chain 1, sc in chain 1 space.
Ch 2, skip 2 stitches (the next sc and chain 1 space).
* Dc in the next 9 stitches. Ch 2, skip 2 stitches, 1 sc. Ch 2, skip the
next 2 stitches.
Repeat from * around the four sides. At the corners, add or reduce
the number of dc as needed to go around the corner evenly, ending in
a sc stitch. Join to first sc. Finish off.
For a finished look, the sc should be done in the chain 1 space and the
9 dc begin in a sc. Adjust for the corners as needed.
Basic pattern: (9dc, ch2, 1sc, ch2, 9dc, ch2, 1sc, ch2, 9dc) around.
P69.05.21.F17
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Primrose Blanket
SIZE: 36” x 40”
NEEDLES: Size 8 or size needed to
obtain gauge
YARN: 4-ply worsted
GAUGE: 10 stitches=2 inches
Pattern is multiple of 8 stitches.
Cast on 184.
Row 1: Right side: P2 *K2 tog, yo, K2, P4, repeat * across,
end K2 tog, yo K2, P2
Row 2: K2, *P2 tog, yo, P2, K4, repeat from * across, end P2
tog, yo, P2, K2.
Work in pattern for 40 inches, bind off. On right side,
crochet 2 rows of sc around blanket, increasing at corners.

P70.05.21.K18

just for fun!
Chocolate Zucchini Bread from Carlene Belch
3/4 lb. zucchini (about 3 small) shredded, stem ends trimmed
1/2 cup unsalted butter: more for the pan
1/3 cup low-fat plain yogurt or buttermilk
2 cups plus 2 Tablespoons unbleached all purpose flour
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

3/4 cup plus 2 Tablespoons granulated sugar
1/3 cup strong brewed coffee, cold or at room temperature
2 large eggs (slightly beaten)
2 ounces (1/3 cup) finely chopped bittersweet chocolate
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt

*If using large zucchini halve them and scrape out the seeds before grating.
Position a rack in the middle of the oven. Heat the oven to 375 degrees. Butter an 8 1/2 x 4 1/2 inch metal pan and dust with flour, tap
out any excess. Using the large grating disk on a food processor (or a hand grater) grate the zucchini. Transfer the grated zucchini to a
colander or sieve set over a bowl. Sprinkle 1 Tbs of sugar over the grated zucchini and toss to distribute. Sprinkle another 1 Tbs sugar
over the zucchini and toss again. Set aside for 20 minutes. In a small saucepan, melt the butter over medium low heat . Pour the
butter into a medium bowl and let cool slightly, 5 to 10 minutes. Whisk the remaining 3/4 cup sugar, the coffee, yogurt (or buttermilk)
and eggs into the butter. In large bowl combine the flour, chocolate, walnuts, baking powder, baking soda, salt and cinnamon.
Squeeze the zucchini by the fistfuls thoroughly to wring out excess liquid. Add the zucchini to the wet ingredients and stir to
combine. Pour the wet ingredients over the flour mixture, using a large wooden spoon, stir until just blended. Spoon the batter into the
prepared pan spreading it evenly with a rubber spatula. Bake until toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean about 1 hour. (Start
checking with the toothpick 40 to 45 minutes into cooking time ). Let cool on wire rack for 10 minutes. Loosen the edges with a knife
and and release the bread , turning it upright onto the the rack, let it cool completely.

Our Zoom meetings have been a wonderful way to
get to know one another better! We’ve talked
recipes, Netflix series, current events and more!
Recently the topic turned to paper crafts and we
learned what Sandy Gordon is up to when not
crocheting for Project Linus!

we know we
haven’t met in
quite a while
but please save
some IKEA
bags for
blankets!

Cupcake Inspirations is a fun, calorie free way
to challenge your paper crafting skills.
We provide a delicious cupcake photo every 2
weeks to inspire you to craft. Participants must
follow the theme or color scheme with their own
card creations then post it on their personal
blog or Instagram page and link it up on our
blog. I am the Creative Director and have a
Design Team from around the world that are
featured each week with their card making.
We are on our 518th challenge and are over 12
years running.
If you would like to see what we do, and or play
along you can find us at
cupcakeinspirations.blogspot.com.
If you are interested, you can
also find many years of my hand
made cards on my personal blog
at inkingofyoutoo.blogspot.com.
Sandy

I’m not really sure what to say about this so
I’ll let you write your own caption.

thanks to all of you!

My son was admitted to Alexian in
Hoffman Estates last week for
dehydration from a rhino virus. He
received a blanket and it made him so
happy when he was miserable. It's been
his favorite thing to snuggle now that
we're home. Just wanted to thank
everyone for all they do and share some
cute pictures of him with his blanket.

We were visiting
from out of town
and my daughter
ended up at the
hospital. She was
given one of your
blankets and she
absolutely loved it.
I appreciate the
thoughtfulness
and care that went
into making the
blanket.

Our 4 year
old daughter
Sarah was
recently at
Evanston
Hospital,
and loved
the blanket
she
received.

Good evening,
I am reaching out to say thank
you so much for all that your
organization does. We were in
the ER last night with our 7
month old daughter because of
some breathing dif6iculties she
was having. Thank God she is
6ine and perfectly healthy today,
but last night was her 6irst visit
to the ER and a 6irst for us as
parents. We were given one of
your blankets after she had a
chest x-ray done, and it was
such a scary experience for her
and myself. Your blanket
brought comfort and warmth.

until next time…
All of our events are currently on hold
we hope you’ll consider keeping us on your calendar for when things
open up. In the mean time, please consider joining us for one of our
virtual zoom meetings!

Blanket Day

Hostess: judi

2nd Saturday of Odd numbered months - 9:00 - 1:30 pm

Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
Hostess: Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds
Hostess: Beth Leffelman
bleffelman@yahoo.com
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday each month
10:00am to 12:00pm

tlc Day
Hostess: karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 1:30pm

Anything Can Happen Wednesday
Hostess: Karen
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Sit ’n Sew
Hostess: karen
rd
The 3
Monday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
Hostess: Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
Hostess: Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm

How Can You Get
Hold of Us?

Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

Zoom! Zoom! Zoom!
Almost all of our events are now
being held virtually on the same day
and time as we met in person
Since we started zooming, we have
held over 90 virtual meetings. There
are so many of you we haven’t seen so
if you’d like to attend a zoom meeting
but need help getting started let us
know!
If there is a meeting you are
interested in attending, contact the
hostess to be added to the zoom invite
list.
Hope to see you soon!

What’s New?
We have added a book discussion
zoom meeting every month! Grab
your stitching and join us the last
monday of the month at 7:00pm.
From non-fiction to young adult,
the book discussions run the
Gamut. To be added to the email
list for book discussions,
contact Karen.
The ‘To Infinity And Beyond’ quilt
along has just passed its midpoint!
Over 80 quilters are joining their
fabric selections blindly as they
create a mystery quilt, just
perfect for a child. It’s never too
late to jump in! Contact Judi if
you’d like to join in the fun.
847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage84@gmail.com
nursegale50@att.net

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

