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With apologies to Lin-Manuel Miranda and ‘Hamilton’, I have to say, the world truly has
turned upside down. I’m not going to list all the ways things have changed but instead,
I’m going to talk about the one thing that hasn’t. All of you are still there for the
children Project Linus serves. April through July saw many of our donation locations
unable to accept blankets since they were concentrating on keeping their staff,
volunteers and children safe. On the other side you never stopped making blankets and
when things began to open back up, we were ready. During the 3rd quarter of 2020
alone, we donated over 2500 blankets to children in need. So while I know we are all
blessed to have hobbies we love to keep our hands and minds busy in 2020, please know
how grateful we are that you turn those blessings and your talents to helping the
children of Linus.
Karen

Getting your blankets to us…
Most of our drop off sites are now taking blankets! We suggest you call first before
dropping off since some sites have abbreviated hours. The homes listed below are still the
best places for drop off and we ask that you please include your name and address on the
INSIDE of the bag so that we can acknowledge the donation. Notes on the outside
sometimes get lost in processing. Thanks so much!
You can drop off blankets at these homes:
Judi - 637 Charlemagne Drive, Northbrook

Marge - 3257 Prestwick, Northbrook

Penny - 14 Wakefield Court, Buffalo Grove

Roberta - 1999 Westfield Drive, Gurnee.

Fleece Exchange
Fleece headquarters is still
up and running! Bring up to
three pieces of fleece, each
measuring 1-1/2 yards (or
larger) to Marge Andersen to
exchange for up to three
skip stitched pieces of fleece
to make Penny blankets.
Marge also has bins of yarn
to try to match the new
fleece so contact her at
847-564-3835 to make your
exchange.

Blankets Coming In
And Blankets Going Out
Whether our monthly numbers are high or low (and believe us, they have
been all over the board this year), blanketeers are always meeting the need.
We thank you.
** the red line indicates incoming blanket
donations from our blanketeers

** the blue line indicates blanket donations
to our hospital and agencies

Note: Most agencies are still not seeing clients in person and thus not taking blankets.

what’s happening?
WOW! AMAZING!! I CAN'T BELIEVE IT!!! UNBELIEVABLE!!!! REALLY!!!!!
These are the words Judi and I have been texting each other for the past 3 weeks. We are
overwhelmed with the support from all of our wonderful Blanketeers for supporting the Shirts for
Linus fundraiser with Custom Ink. Every day the number of shirts sold and the additional donations
kept going up, and up, and up. We each had our own private thought as to how many we might
actually sell (mine was 75, Judi's was 115). I am so happy to say both of our expectations have been
exceeded as the ;inal number was 129. Now I owe Judi a lunch! We wish we could say thank you in person with
a great big hug. Now more than ever we can't wait to see everyone in your beautiful new Linus shirts.
Thank you, Thank You, Thank You, from Judi and Penny to the best group of Blanketeers!!
Note: expect delivery of your shirts about Nov. 12th

Blanketeers Come Through!
Masks started appearing on Judi’s porch shortly after the shut down in the middle of March. It was dif;icult
to ;ind them and our blanketeers took some time out from making quilts to make masks. We wanted to make
sure that the front line workers in the hospitals where we donate blankets were safe. In total, we donated
almost 1700 masks.
We donate blankets to a small hospital in one of the poorest and most crime ridden areas of Chicago and
ended up donating 350 masks to the staff at St. Anthony's. Our contact there then asked for navy blue masks
for the local police department that "watches over the hospital." What a sweet image of the police keeping
the hospital safe.
We gave masks to a local hospice where the patients were alone in their rooms, only able to talk to their
families on the computers.
We called a local senior housing facility in Northbrook. The person we talked to was so grateful to get masks
as every resident and staff must wear one. He said he went to the administrator of the facility the night
before telling him that they were out of masks and didn’t know what they were going to
do. Then we called and he said it was an answer to his prayers!
Our blanketeers never fail to help where it is needed. We comfort so many people in so
many ways.

Thanks so much to you and your fabulous group,
Project Linus, for making and donating the wonderful
masks to West Deer;ield Township. As you know,
these face covering are in high demand, especially by
our Food Pantry clients and our senior residents.
It has truly been heartwarming to witness the many
acts of generosity and kindness this pandemic has
engendered. Thank you for serving as a shining
example of what “community” truly means.
On behalf of all your neighbors, who will bene;it from
your talent and good will, please accept my deepest
thanks.
Kristen Scott
West Deer;ield Township Clerk
Alyson Feiger
West Deer;ield Township Supervisor

** you can ;ind the mask pictured above at:
sewingseedso;lovestudio.com

Lion Brand Yarn
Due to supply issues,
our next Lion Brand
order won’t be until
the ;irst quarter next
year. We will share
details as they
become available.

all the news that’s fit to print . . . .
We’re All Learning New Skills!
**notes from a new crocheter!
by Judi Goldman

I started knitting when I was a little girl and continued until my aging fingers couldn’t knit any more. I then
learned how to quilt which has been my passion for about 15 years. When the pandemic changed our world
and we were all home much more, I decided to try learning to crochet around skip stitched fleece Penny
blankets.
Penny was my mentor in this endeavor to learn a new craft. I took many pictures late at night and texted
them to her to see if I was doing it right. She is a great teacher and has been very patient with her new
student. Penny kept telling me to “do what works,” “if one way doesn’t look right, try another.” She keeps
telling me that crocheting is very flexible, not at all like knitting!
So all is going well until I get to the dreaded corner!! Penny keeps encouraging me to "do three double
crochets in one space or two or add a chain or…….!” I re-do the corners over and over because THEY KEEP
CURLING!!! Sometimes they look fine until you are halfway down the side and you look back and the corner
looks like the bath towel for babies with the little triangular hood in the corner. ARGHHHHH….
I am telling my story of being a new crocheter because I just triaged about 50 blankets and so many of them
didn’t pass because the corners DIDN’T LAY FLAT!!
I am going to turn this over to Penny who will help all those crocheting ladies who are having trouble with
the corners. Why, oh why do there have to be four of them on each blanket!!??
Working Those Corners!

**notes from a seasoned crocheter!
by Penny Gidd

Gosh, That was nice praise from Judi. Let's see if I can help everyone make flat corners.
Following our instructions for the foundation row, 3 sc are done in the corner hole. There would be a chain
before and a chain after the 3 stitches. That generally gets you around the corner while keeping the blanket
flat. You can add an additional chain either before or after if that helps.
Another option to try; Do 2 sc, 1 ch, 2 sc all in the same corner hole. This results in a corner that is a bit more
square than rounded.
You could also try adding a chain in between each sc (sc, ch 1, sc, ch 1, sc) in the corner hole.
The key is to add enough stitches to go around the corner and not have the stitches pull tight. Each of these
techniques will create a different look and should be repeated on the additional rows you do.
On the second row if you did the traditional 3 sc in the corner, do 3 sc in the middle of the three sc of row
one. As you might expect, if your corner does not lay flat, there is an alternative. Switch to doing 2 sc in both
the second and 3rd sc.
Whichever method you use to make the corners, please check that the stitches are relaxed enough to lay flat
on each and every row as you go. We don't want Judi to find anymore curled up corners.

One of our blanketeers was recently in the hospital
( don't worry- she is fine! ) and sent this picture of
the blanket they gave her. It
was ugly, rough and not
warm and cuddly to say the
least. We are so happy that
our beautiful blankets cover
so many children in our
Chicagoland hospitals.
Thanks for all of the
blankets you create!

links for Linus
Antiques Roadshow
presents the ‘rarest’ sewing machine ever!
(if your device has issues with the video, scroll
down to see the pictures and
read the article — just too cool
to miss!)

Want to take a break from
knitting..
but not too much of a break?
Try this adorable jigsaw puzzle
by Springbok!
tinyurl.com/y2cuylgm

tinyurl.com/yykjckr5

Use up your fabric scraps
with this creative design
by Aussie blogger Wombat
Quilts!
tinyurl.com/y4eu7gzf

Stay in shape with
Linus and his friends
and join:
Snoopy’s Daily Dozen
Challenge!

Test Your Project Linus Knowledge

tinyurl.com/yxlwv23f

tinyurl.com/y3strql2

While most quilters understand what a FQ is
or what we’re talking about when we say
BOM, how many are familiar with TOADs and
WOMBATs? Enjoy learning new Quilting
Acronyms with justgetitdonequilts!

for your crocheting pleasure:
Yarnspirations presents…
# NAPS !
tinyurl.com/y3n7ota8

tinyurl.com/y5ga6rfp

Sewing masks the (very, very,
very) old fashioned way..
On a 100-Year-Old Sewing
Machine!
tinyurl.com/y3g2ftcr

Send your email address
to Judi and
receive your
stitch ’n
times
electronically!

A Quarantine Quilting Community Art Project &
Exhibit
The Wisconsin Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts found a
way to keep quilters connected, even when they’re
apart.
tinyurl.com/y66b6rnp
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Checks Border
Notes:
Make in multiples of 4, use two colors
Start with H hook. Switch to G hook for rows 3 and 4 to
avoid rippling.
Spike st (spk): Insert hook into top of stitch under the previous row (i.e. 2 rows
down) complete st as usual.
Row 1: Color A and H hook: Beginning in 2nd hole from corner, join yarn with a
slip-stitch (sl st). Ch 1. Turning fleece edge under as you go; * (sc in next hole, ch
1). Repeat from * until the corner hole. Work 3 sc in the corner hole, then ch 1.
Repeat from * around. Join to first chain with a sl st.
Row 2: Color A and H hook: Ch 2, hdc in each sc and ch-1 sp around. At the
corners, 1 hdc, 2 hdc in the next 2 sts, (5 sts). Switch to color B in the last st, join.
Do not break off color A.
Row 3: Color B and G hook: Ch 3, dc in next 2 st, ch 1, * ( skip next st, dc in next 3
sts, ch 1), repeat from * to corner. Note: adjust spacing by placing 2 dc in same st if
needed to begin corner in 1st dc of the 5 corner sts. At corner, dc in next 2 st, (dc,
ch 1, dc) in next st, dc in next 2 st, ch 1 (6 sts). Corner made. Repeat from *
around. Switch to Color A in last st, breaking off color B. Join
Row 4: Color A and G hook: Ch 3, hdc in next 2 sts, hdc spk over ch-1 sp from
row 3, * (hdc in next 3 sts, hdc spk), repeat from * to corner. At corner, hdc in next
2 sts, 2 hdc in next st, dc spk over ch-1 sp of row 3, 2 hdc in next st, hdc in next 2
st,) 9 sts. Corner made. repeat from * around. Join. Finish off
P65.11.20.F16
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Simply Soft
SIZE: Cast on 210 sts. Knit to desired length.
NEEDLES: Size 10 circular needle
YARN: 4-ply worsted (40 ounces)
Pattern is a multiple of 11 sts +1
Row 1: K1, *yo, k3, k2 tog, k2 tog, k3 yo, k1. Repeat from
* to end.
Row 2: purl
Row 3: knit
Repeat rows 1-3 until desired length.
Bind off.

P66.11.20.K17

just for fun!
During one of our recent
zoom meetings we started
talking recipes! Thanks so
much to Carlene Belch for
sharing this one!
Lemony Summer Squash Bread
1 cup butter, melted
2 cups sugar
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
2 teaspoons lemon zest, grated
3 eggs
3 cups all purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
2 1/2 cups summer squash, grated
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Prepare two
loaf pans with non stick cooking spray.
In a bowl combine the dry ingredients.
Combine sugar, lemon juice, and lemon zest
in a large mixing bowl (if using medium
to large lemons 2 will do). Add melted butter
and mix well. Add eggs one at a time beating
after each addition.
Slowly add dry ingredients to wet ingredients
barely combining the batter. Drain liquid from
the grated squash. Add to batter. Do not over
mix.
Divide batter between two loaf pans . Bake
for 1 hour until toothpick comes out clean
- I took the seeds out of the squash before
grating, if you so not have enough summer
squash to make the required amount, just add
shredded zucchini.

It’s always fun to see what
blanketeers can do with our fabric
donations! Recently Rosemary Fletter
volunteered to quilt a donated top.
Penny assured her there was plenty of
extra fabric for the backing. She was
not kidding.
Four quilt tops and four quilt
backs later… there were still 5 yards
of the tan fabric left over.
Fabric Kits
We have all sorts of partial quilt tops,
coordinated pre-cut fabrics and fabric scraps
just waiting for your talents! Contact Karen to
try your hand at a kit (or two, or three…)

safety pins, hat pins, bowling pins, bobby pins, push pins
..and especially straight pins!
Please check your donated blanket for any kind of pin that
may have been left behind.

thanks to all of you!
My son was at
Evanston
Hospital for
three days . It
was very scary
and
uncomfortable.
The blanket we
received was just
what he needed !
He loved it .
It’s very sweet
what you all do.
Thank you
again!! ❤

From The Project Linus Savannah/Hilton Head Chapter
'My story is a bit of a sad one June 28th I was on my way to the hospital in preterm
labor I was 35 weeks pregnant and we were involved in a very bad car wreck where
not only a man lost his ability to walk but I lost my daughter I was rushed to the Er in
hopes she would still be ok unfortunately my Placenta ruptured she was gone within
two minutes of the accident luckily no pain was had I look back on that day and ask if I
could have done something different I never could have god had different plans . After
I had to give birth to my daughter she was beautiful and perfect 6lb 14 oz 19inches
long when they brought her in to say my goodbyes they brought her in what I can
only describe as the perfect blanket So colorful and soft it’s one of the only things I
got to keep from all of this it makes me feel close to her I wish I could tell the person
who made it how much it means to me and tell them thank you
what you do is gods work bless every single of of you her name was
Kiyah Amara Ray.'

Hi Judi,
I just wanted to thank you for
everything you've done for
Project Linus over the years!! We
got to experience first hand how
much of a difference these
blankets can make while in the
hospital. My daughter wasn't expecting to need a
second spinal surgery just 3 days after the first one at
Massachusetts General Hospital.
The blanket she received while in the
Pediatric ICU really lifted her spirits
so much!
I'm also amazed at how this has come
full circle for us. I didn't realize that
you were our special guest at
Thinking Day on February 8, 2013! I
wanted to share the pictures from 2013 when you
came to our girls scout meeting, the pictures of my
daughter in the hospital with the blanket she received
and then the picture of her
with the 18 blankets she just
made for Project Linus. She
was so excited to make those
and bring a smile to another
child's face while in the
hospital.
We really appreciate everything! Thank you again,
Tracy Miller

Our daughter is at Shriners for spine surgery and she
received one or two of your lovely blankets! One had a
card attached and one didn’t. It’s just what she needed,
very colorful, soft, and comforting! The blanket getting
the most attention and compliments from her nurses
here is a ;leece with a patchwork pattern of cats and
;lowers. It’s so pretty:) I thought you should know
your hard work and kindness did not go
unnoticed! Many thanks for your gift!
Hello Project Linus Family,
My name is Stephen Egert and I am a Nurse on
the Pediatric Unit at Saint Anthony's Hospital on
the west side of Chicago. Most of our patients
come from the not only the poorest area of the
city but also the most crime ridden. We are
fortunate to have the Project Linus family along
with the "Blanketeers" to help us make a
difference in the care of our patients and their
families. I can not tell you how many times
Mothers have expressed to me their sincere
gratitude for the blankets that we present to
their infants and children from your organization.
Once again on behalf of all the Nurses here at
Saint Anthony's Hospital who work in pediatrics,
emergency department,
community outreach, pediatric
clinic, nursery, and mother-baby
unit .. Thank you for what you do!
God bless you and your continued
efforts to make a difference in
the life of patients.
Nurse Stephen

until next time…
All of our events are currently on hold
we hope you’ll consider keeping us on your calendar for when things
open up. Keep an eye on our web site for the most up to date
information regarding meeting dates. In the mean time, please consider
joining us for one of our virtual zoom meetings!

Blanket Day

Hostess: judi

2nd Saturday of Odd numbered months - 9:00 - 1:30 pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at Culvers
Hostess: Gale
The 1st Monday of each month
5:00pm to 8:00pm
Gurnee Sit ’N Stitch at McDonalds
Hostess: Beth Leffelman
bleffelman@yahoo.com
The 1st & 3rd Wednesday each month
10:00am to 12:00pm

tlc Day
Hostess: karen
The 2nd Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 1:30pm

Anything Can Happen Wednesday
Hostess: Karen
The 3rd Wednesday of each month
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Sit ’n Sew
Hostess: karen
rd
The 3
Monday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at CPK
Hostess: Maryann Stubitsch
847-224-1561
The 4th Monday of each month
11:15am to 1:30pm
Sit ‘N Stitch at IHop
Hostess: Gale
The 4th Wednesday of each month
9:00am to 12:00pm

How Can You Get
Hold of Us?

Judi Goldman:
Penny Gidd:
Karen Grage:
Gale Cook:

Zoom! Zoom! Zoom!
Since we started zooming, we have
held almost 50 virtual meetings and
have been joined by over 375
attendees! There are many more of
you we haven’t seen so if you’d like to
attend a zoom meeting but need help
getting started let us know! We will
try our best to get you zooming
along with us!

Crocheting A long!
Back in September, our
chapter of Project
Linus started a
crochet-a-long! 77
blanketeers signed up
for the journey and have been
enjoying trying new textured
crochet stitches. Every other
Thursday we release a new block
pattern and on the Thursday in
between, we hold a zoom meeting
so we can discuss issues,
problems, or just compliment
penny and karen on such an
amazing project!
It’s not too late to join! We’re
only 1/2 way through this
beautiful blanket and we’d be
happy to send you the block
patterns that have already been
released. If you are interested,
send Penny an e-mail and she’ll
get you all signed up!
847.498.3987
847.521.0672
847.940.8732
847.808.9636

chicagolandlinus@gmail.com
linuschicagoland@gmail.com
jkgrage84@gmail.com
nursegale50@att.net

from:
Project Linus / Grage
418 Birchwood Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015

